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Field Trip Description 

Welcome to the Ann Kloehn Log Schoolhouse! Experience school as it was in Appleton, 
Wisconsin, from 1830 to 1865.  A pioneer teacher dressed in full period attire greets the 
pupils ringing a school bell. The docent may take the class to the woods to discuss the 
significance of the woodland to the area. The class assembles around the flag pole to 
observe the 30-star flag. Since the Pledge of Allegiance was not utilized until 1892, the 
following poem, used during our country‘s early years, is blabbed: 

We turn to our flag 
As the sunflowers turn to the sun. 

We give our heads and our hearts to our country 
One country, one language, one flag. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
The pupils proceed into the log schoolhouse where a stone and mortar fireplace provides 
heat. Reading lessons are taught from the McGuffey Readers, Aesop Fables, or Mother 
Goose rhymes. Pupils practice penmanship with quill pens and ink by flickering candle 
light. Authentic slates are used for arithmetic and spelling lessons. Discipline, which is role 
played, is old fashioned and may include a trip to the ―dunce stool‖ or other discipline 
methods. Pioneer games are played at recess. The classroom teacher is responsible for 
supervision during recess. Materials for indoor games, stilts, jump ropes, and a tug of war 
rope are available at the log schoolhouse. 

 
The pupils will experience a living history lesson that will provide them with valuable 
background knowledge to enhance their present and future learning. A great deal of 
thought has gone into providing an authentic experience for those that enter the Ann 
Kloehn Log Schoolhouse.  May this be a positive as well as memorable experience for 
those active participants in this unique setting. 
 

Parent permission has been procured for 
student photos included in all Ann Kloehn 
Log Schoolhouse publications. 



 

4 

 

Registration Information 

Log schoolhouse sessions are available in the fall (October and November) and in the 
spring (March, April, and May). Combination dates are available with Bubolz Nature 
Preserve. These dates vary from year to year and are available from the Log Schoolhouse 
Coordinator. The total number of students and chaperones is limited to 35 because of the 
small size of the log schoolhouse.  

The Log Schoolhouse Coordinator sends a registration form and available dates through 
email at the beginning of the school year to Appleton Area School District second grade 
teachers, to other schools that have attended in the past, or if requested. The form is 
available on the K-drive in the second grade social studies curriculum area 
(K:\Staff\Curriculum Areas\Social Studies\Second Grade\Ann Kloehn Log Schoolhouse). 
Teachers complete the form and return it to the coordinator. A confirmation is emailed to 
the corresponding teacher with the date, time, and other relevant information of the field 
trip. If a date with Bubolz is selected, it is important for the classroom teacher to 
contact Bubolz to confirm the date and select programming. 

Suggested field trip times are 9:00–11:30 AM or 12:00-2:30 PM; some flexibility is 
available if requested.  

Bubolz Nature Preserve Map 
The Gordon Bubolz Nature Preserve is located at 

4815 North Lynndale Drive (Cty A), Appleton, Wisconsin. 
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Sample Docent Lesson Plan  

Some variation to this lesson plan may occur based on the individual docent and the 
weather on the day of your visit. Helene Iverson submitted the following lesson plan: 

Greet pupils and proceed to "Walk Back in Time" in the wooded area. 

Discuss the average walk to school, animals seen in winter, and how to keep warm. 

Walk back to the log schoolhouse pointing out the wooden sidewalk 

Discuss construction of the log schoolhouse, 30-star flag, and Pledge of Allegiance. 

Enter the log schoolhouse 

Discuss how to bow or curtsy, rules in school, individual greeting as they enter. 

Penmanship 

Pupils write words on the slates related to the log schoolhouse.  

Writing and reading lesson 

The pupils rotate to the writing table while the remainder shows their ―homework‖.  

Recess 

Pioneer games can be played at this time: jump rope, stilts, or singing games. 
Classroom teachers are responsible for recess activities. If the class brings apples 
for a snack, they are prepared at this time by the docent or chaperones. Indoor 
games are played if the weather is inclement. 

Lesson of the day 

Read an Aesop's Fable during snack and discuss the lesson learned from the fable. 
Discuss Appleton history using the wall mural or Appleton Photos (1835-1865). 

Arithmetic 

Pupils complete arithmetic problems pertaining to the log schoolhouse. 

Spelling Bee or Toe the Line (directions on page 36) 

Rows of pupils are given increasingly harder words to spell as a group. 

Question time 

As we return to "Present Time", pupils ask the teacher questions about their 
experience. Pupils say goodbye and board the bus. 
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Helpful Hints 

The following ―helpful hints‖ are provided to maximize the success of your visit to the log 
schoolhouse. The better prepared the pupils are prior to the visit, the more positive the 
experience will be.  

*Bubolz practices a Pack-In/Pack-Out policy. Your group must remove anything 
they brought into the facility to reduce garbage on the premises.  

*Refer to the AASD cell phone policy for cell phone procedures. 

*Students should have large name tags visible to the Log Schoolhouse Docent.       
A sample name tag is found on page 78. 

*Encourage students to dress in costume. The girls can have longer skirts, dresses, 
aprons, and bonnets. The boys can dress in straw hats, vests, suspenders, and 
socks pulled up over their pants to look like knickers.  

*The regular classroom teacher is responsible for the games at recess time. 
Materials for indoor games, stilts, tug of war rope, and jump ropes are provided. 
Suggestions and directions for appropriate time period games are listed on pages 
50 to 70. 

*Remind the students to dress for the weather on the day of your visit. The 
schoolhouse can be cold in late fall and early spring even with the fire blazing in the 
stone fireplace and concealed heating.  

*Prior to your visit, ask for student volunteers to role-play the "Dunce", "Idle 
Boy/Girl", "Baby Good for Nothing", and "Bite-Finger Baby". Give the names of 
these students to the Log Schoolhouse Docent before the class starts.  

*The students may bring a "token of payment" for the teacher. Some suggestions 
are taper candles, firewood, or apples. If enough apples are brought, the Log 
Schoolhouse Docent will wash and cut them for a snack after recess.  
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My Book of Pioneer Days 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Name _______________________________ 
 
 Getting the News 
Long ago, it took weeks and months to get the news. Letters were carried by a man on a 
horse.  

 
 
 
Alexis Clemont, an early mail carrier 
between Green Bay and Chicago 
 
 
 
 
 
We get news from _________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Brainwork! Make a list of places where we get the news. 
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Name _______________________________ 
 
 School Days 
Girls stopped going to school when they could read and write. People thought school was 
more important for boys. The school had one room and one teacher. Children sat on hard 
benches. They wrote on bark from a birch tree and slates, instead of paper. If children did 
not behave at school, the teacher could hit them.  

 
My school is______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Brainwork! Underline 10 words in the story. Write the words in abc order. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Name _______________________________ 
 
 Houses 
Houses were small in pioneer times. People worked together to build houses. The 
fireplace heated the house. Houses did not have water or electricity. Houses did not have 
bathrooms. People made their furniture. Most houses had one large room for eating, 
cooking, and working. It was called a keeping room. 

 
 

 

 

 

I live ____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Brainwork! Draw a picture of the place where you live. 
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Name _______________________________ 
 
 Good Food 
Long ago, there were no grocery stores. People grew fruits and vegetables. Native 
Americans taught people how to get more food. Men and boys hunted and fished. Food 
was cooked in a fireplace in the house. Women and girls baked bread and churned cream 
into butter. Plates, cups, bowls and spoons were made from wood.  

Cooking over a fire in the fireplace. 
 

We get food______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Brainwork! Copy one sentence on art paper. Illustrate the sentence. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Name _______________________________ 
 
 Warm Clothes 
People made their own clothing. Girls learned to spin, sew, and knit when they were 
young. They used dye from plants to color the yarn. There were no sewing machines. All 
clothing was made by hand. 

 
 
I get clothing from _________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Brainwork! Did people in pioneer days have many clothes? Why or why not? 
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Name _______________________________ 
 
 Children at Play 
After doing chores, children had time to play. Boys played tag and ball. Girls played with 
dolls and sewed samplers. Their toys were made at home. There was no radio, television, 
or video games. Children didn‘t have many toys. 

 
When I play, I ____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Brainwork! Draw a picture of yourself playing with your favorite toy. Write a sentence 
about your picture. 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Name _______________________________ 
 
 People at Work 
Men were busy farming, hunting, and fishing. Women were busy sewing and cooking at 
home. Every town had a cobbler who made shoes. Iron pots and horseshoes were made 
by the blacksmith. The cooper made wood barrels. Wheat was ground into flour by the 
miller. 

 
 
 
Today, people work________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Brainwork! Make a list of 10 jobs that did not exist in pioneer days. 
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Mary and Laura’s 

Nightcaps 
 

Ma helped Mary and Laura undress. She put their long nightgowns over their heads  
while they stuck their arms into the sleeves. They buttoned the neckbands themselves 

and tied the strings of their nightcaps beneath their chins. – CHAPTER 3 
 
 

When Mary and Laura Ingalls were children, girls usually wore long nightgowns and 
nightcaps to bed in winter and summer. The nightcaps kept their heads warm in the winter, 
kept their long hair clean and tidy, and kept little insects out of it.  

 
There were many styles of nightcaps. The ones Laura and Mary wore had strings that tied 
under the chin.  

 
To make your own nightcap similar to Mary and Laura's, you will need:  

 
 Cotton fabric, 18 x 36 inches wide Needle  
 Ruler Sewing scissors  
 Pins Large safety pin 
 Iron 1 yard of ¼ inch wide ribbon 
 Ironing board  1 yard of ½ inch wide ribbon 
 Matching thread  
 
1. Hem the two short (18 inch) edges of the fabric. Turn the edge under about ¼ inch, 

pinning it in a few places if necessary. Press the edge with a warm iron. Turn each 
edge under again, press, then hand stitch the edges.   

 
 This is not necessary if the fabric is 36 inches wide. Just use the salvage edges. 
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2. Fold the edges of the two long (36-inch) sides down ¼ inch, then press.  
 
3. Fold one of the long sides down again ¾ inch wide and press. Hand stitch the hem 

close to the edge. This will form a space called a casing through which the ¼ inch 
ribbon will go.  

 
4. Fold the other long side down 2 

inches and hem it as you did in step 
3. Stitch another row ¾ inch from the 
hem stitches, as shown. This will 
form a casing for the ½ inch ribbon 
as well as a ruffle to frame your face.  

 
5. Pin the large safety pin to one end of 

the ¼ inch wide ribbon and slide it all 
the way through the narrow casing. Remove the pin. Adjust the ends of the ribbon so 
they are equal. Gather the material along the ribbon to form the back of the nightcap.  
Tie the ribbon ends into a bow. 

 
6. Pin the large safety pin to one end of the ½ inch wide ribbon and slide it all the way 

through the wider casing. Remove the pin. Adjust the ends of the ribbon so they are 
equal. Gather the material along the ribbon to form the ruffled front of the nightcap.  

 
7. Put on the nightcap and tie the front ribbons under your chin. Adjust the front and 

back gathers it to fit your head.  
 

 
 
From:  Scholastic Little House Book Clubs    
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Mop Cap 
 
Materials: Crepe paper or old sheets   
  Yarn 
  Needle 
  Black construction paper  
  Scraps of construction paper in red, white and blue 
  Stapler 
  White glue 

 
Method: Girls:  Cut a 22 inch circle from crepe paper or old sheet. Mark a circle about 

1 ½ inch inside outer edge. Stitch yarn on marked lines. Pull to puff crown. 
Tie ends of yarn in bow. 

 Boys:  Cut an 18 inch doughnut shape from black construction paper. Fold 
on lines into thirds. Note: You can adjust the hat to the head by where you 
place the staples. Make the cockade from the scraps of red, white and blue 
construction paper. Glue to hat. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

15 

 

 
 

      Pioneer Boy’s hat 

 
 

 
 

Pioneer boys wore a wide brimmed hat to keep the sun out of their eyes.   
 
 

To make your own boy‘s wide brimmed hat you will need:  
 
 Heavy Brown paper (grocery bags will work)   
 Liquid starch and water 
 Cardboard (at least 13 in.) to make patterns 
 Plastic bowls that fit boys’ heads 
 Glue 
 Ribbon or twine (optional) 
 
1. To make a pattern, cut two 12 ½ or 13 inch circles from cardboard. Cut an inside 6   

inch circle out from the center of one piece to make a donut shape 
 
2. From these patterns, children will trace and cut one solid circle and one ringed circle 

from heavy brown paper.  
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3. Find a bowl that fits the head of the student somewhat closely. *You can get cheap 

plastic ware from Rubbermaid or other companies. You may use them over, but you 
need to wait until the hat dries first.   

 
4. Dip the solid circle into a mixture of liquid starch and a little water.   
 
5. Drape the wet paper evenly over the bowl and press down, forming creases. You 

should have a ½ inch lip along the bottom in order to attach the ring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6. Wet the donut shape and slide it over the bowl shaped paper. Laying it on flat the lip. 

 
 *They may stick to paper surfaces.  Wash other surfaces when finished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7. Allow to dry overnight (maybe longer).   
 
8. Glue or staple the flat lip to the rim.  
 
9. Wrap a dull colored (tan, brown, black) grosgrain ribbon or a piece of twine around 

the hat where it meets the rim. (optional)  
 
10.  Staple or glue in place. 
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Recipes 

 
 

Corn Bread 
 

1 cup yellow corn meal   ½ tsp. salt 
1 cup sifted flour    1 egg 
¼ cup sugar (optional)   1 cup milk 
4 tsp. baking powder   ¼ cup shortening, melted 
   
Sift together corn meal, flour, sugar, baking powder and salt in bowl. Add egg, milk and 
shortening. Beat with rotary beater until smooth, about 1 minute. Bake in greased 8‖ 
square pan. Serve hot with butter. 
 

 

Johnnycake 
 

  1 egg, well beaten    2/3 cup sweet milk 
  2 T. molasses    1 cup flour, sifted with   
  2 T. melted butter        1 rounded tsp. soda 
  1 cup sour milk    1 cup Indian meal (corn) 
 
Combine the ingredients, stir well and bake in 375 degree oven for 30 minutes. Serve 
warm. 

 
 

Corn Pudding 
 

  ½ onion, chopped    3 cups cooked corn, cut off 
  1 T. butter          the cob or 2 cans whole 
  1 ½ T. flour          kernel corn 
  ¾ cup warm milk    1 egg, beaten 
  ¼ tsp. paprika    1/3 cup buttered crumbs 
  ¼ tsp. dry mustard 
      salt and pepper 
 
Brown onion in butter. Sprinkle flour over onion and salt. Add warm milk, stirring until 
thickened. Remove from heat and add seasonings and beaten egg. Stir well. Butter 
casserole, put in corn and add sauce. Mix. Sprinkle crumbs on top. Bake ½ hour at        
350 degrees. 
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Old Fashioned Venison (or Beef) Stew 
 

For one classroom (24 – 30) 
 
3 pounds venison roast (or beef stew meat) cut into small pieces 
Salt, pepper 
6 cups hot water 
3-4 medium potatoes, pared and cut into 1 inch cubes 
4-6 carrots, peeled, cut into 1 inch slices 
1 medium onion, diced 
3 stalks celery, cut into 1 inch pieces 
Other cut up vegetables, such as turnip, fresh green beans, green pepper, all cut into small 
pieces. No need to count exact amounts of vegetables. The more the better! 
 
2 beef bouillon cubes or 1 can beef broth 
2 bay leaves, whole 
Salt and pepper to taste 
 
Spray large cooking pot and brown meat, lightly seasoning with salt and pepper. Add 
water; heat to boiling. Reduce heat; cover and simmer 2 hours until tender.  
 
Cool and put into Nesco for adding vegetables at school, if desired. Students can peel and 
cut vegetables at school and dump into meat. 
 
Stir in remaining ingredients. Add water as needed to cover ingredients. Simmer several 
hours, or until vegetables are tender.   
 
To thicken stew, stir 2 to 4 Tablespoons cornstarch in 1 cup cold water until blended. Stir 
in to stew; heat to boiling, stirring constantly. Boil and stir 1 minute.   
 
Suggestions for pioneer classrooms:   
 
Make a list of ingredients, such as 2 carrots, 1 potato…   Students volunteer to bring items 
to school, including extras such as cornbread, honey or syrup, apples, pickles, molasses 
cookies, bowls, spoons…  All students can help peel and cut vegetables.  (Plastic knives 
will do.)  
 
The smell of delicious stew brings visitors to your classroom throughout the day. I offer a 
prize to the students who find a bay leaf in their bowl of stew. If several classes will 
combine, double the recipe and use an extra large Nesco.  
  
Submitted by:  Diane Zwiers 
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Family Life 1830-1865 
 
If you were a child between 1830 and 1865, your parents may have lived on a farm or in a 
small village. When your mother called you to get ready for school, you would hate the 
thought of getting up and leaving your nice warm bed to get dressed because the house 
was so cold. You might have been able to see your own breath! Brrrr! Your clothes would 
be made at home, and everybody in your family would have to help. They would card the 
wool, spin the wool into thread, weave it into material, and sew it into clothes. Girls wore 
petticoats, dresses, and bonnets. Boys wore stockings, breeches or pants, long jackets, 
and hats. 
 

In the kitchen your mother would be busy cooking your breakfast --johnnycake, mush and 
milk, over the wood burning stove. The fire crackled in the fireplace, and the heat would 
feel so good. Father would come in from the barn where he had been doing lots of work. If 
you were a boy, you would have to get water from the well because there was no running 
water in your house. What cold water to wash your face with! The family would gather 
around the table to say a blessing before breakfast. Candles were used for light. The 
family would talk about the daily work of the children. Girls would have to help with the 
spinning, sewing, needlework, and cooking. The boys would carve a new rake with their 
knives and help father with his work. You had to work hard – there was no end to the work. 
Everything your family used had to be made by them. Everyone in the family had to do his 
or her part. It was bad to be lazy! 
 

When the work was finished, the children would have to walk to school over dirt roads 
during winter months and on Saturdays. You would probably have to walk two miles 
instead of two blocks. Warm potatoes or stones inside handmade mittens kept hands 
warm. The potatoes and stones stayed warm by the hearth to be used on the way home. 
Straw, animal hair, or spun wool was placed in shoes to keep feet warm. A pupil late to 
school stood outside the door and learned lessons through the cracks.  
 

During your school day you would be taught to read and sound out the alphabet, to sew, to 
memorize parts of the Bible, to write, spell, and do ―arithmetic‖. You would ―blab‖ your 
lessons back to the schoolmaster. Sitting on those hard puncheon benches all day was not 
the most comfortable thing! You would use hornbooks, slates, copybooks, and quill pens. 
Your lunch would be carried in a basket. Water came from a well or pump in the school 
yard. Everyone drank out of the same cup. How would you like that? During recess and 
the noon hour children played games outside and enjoyed running and playing. You would 
walk home from school tired and hungry. 

 

Children did not have much time for play when they got home. There was always more 
work to be done. Favorite games played after school were stoolball, marbles or ―mibs‖, 
kites, tag, and hopscotch. Toys were made with whatever was available. A ball may have 
been made from a pig‘s bladder. A doll was made from a corn cob and/or scraps of calico. 
Favorite activities were jumping rope, carving whistles or tops, or sledding and ice skating 
in winter. 
 

After supper the family would gather around the fireplace to talk and tell stories. Your 
parents would talk about freedom in America. A child might review school lessons or 
spelling words by the fireplace. 
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Appleton Timeline 1830-1865 
 

The following is an excerpt from the Appleton Public Library‘s Appleton History Timeline. It 
represents the time period that is taught at the Ann Kloehn Log Schoolhouse:  
 
1834 The United States government made the first survey of the Fox River Valley, 

beginning with the area south of the river. 
 
1835 Hippolyte ―Paul‖ Grignon built his home and trading post, the White Heron, near 

what is now Appleton‘s Lutz Park. Grignon, along with his wife Lisette and their 
children Elinor and Simon, became the first settlers to live in the Grand Chute area. 

 
1836 On September 3, Wisconsin Territorial Governor Henry Dodge, representing the 

United States government, purchased about four million acres of Northeastern 
Wisconsin from the Native Americans. On February 15, 1837, the Treaty of the 
Cedars became official and the Native Americans began moving from their 
homeland to a new location beyond the Wolf River. 

 
1843 The United States government began surveying the land north of the Fox River. 
 
1844 Eleazar Williams made a loan agreement with Amos A. Lawrence, using his wife‘s 

land on the Fox River for collateral. Williams later defaulted on the loan, and Mr. 
Lawrence took possession of the property. 

 
1845 Paul Grignon bought the land on which he had lived for the past 10 years, becoming 

the first to purchase land north of the Fox River that would one day be a part of 
Appleton. 

 
 The Reverend Reeder Smith met with Amos A. Lawrence to discuss establishing a 

college on the Eleazar Williams property in Wisconsin. 
 
1846 Bela Murch became the first farmer to settle in what is now Appleton on  

November 6. 
 
1847 Reeder Smith purchased land on behalf of Amos A. Lawrence as a site for the 

Lawrence Institute or Academy. 
 
 The Wisconsin Territorial Legislature granted a charter to the Lawrence Institute on 

January 17, 1847. Lawrence University is older than our state or city. 
 

1848 Wisconsin Methodist Church leaders raised the $10,000 necessary to match  
Amos A. Lawrence‘s gift of $10,000 to endow the Lawrence Institute. 

 
Wisconsin entered the union as the 30th state on May 29. 
 
On August 4, the Reverend Reeder Smith, the Reverend William H. Sampson,  
Joel S. Wright, a surveyor, and Henry Blood, a Methodist volunteer, moved onto the 
Lawrence Institute land and began laying out the plots for the school and for a 
village. The John F. Johnston family moved into their half-finished cabin to become 
the first family to settle in what would become the village of Appleton. 
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On October 7, land was cleared for the first Lawrence Institute building. 
 
The name ―Appleton‖ was first used for the tiny village that was growing around the 
Lawrence Institute. The village was named to honor either Sarah Appleton, the wife 
of Amos Lawrence, or Samuel Appleton, who donated money for the Lawrence 
Library. 

 

1849  The first meeting of the Township of Grand Chute was held in the village of 
Appleton on April 3. The school was located where the YMCA on Lawrence Street 
is today. 

 
 On July 3, construction began on the first Lawrence Institute or Academy building. 
 
 The three villages of Appleton, Lawesburg, and Martin (later called Grand Chute) 

were established. 
 
 The name of the Lawrence Institute was changed to Lawrence University and on 

November 12, the first classes began with 35 students, including 13 Oneida Indians. 

  

1850 Between September 2 and 10, the first United States census was taken in the area, 
showing a population of 619 people in the Grand Chute Township. 

 
Daniel Huntley taught in the first public school in Appleton. 

 
1851 On February 17, Outagamie County was created by the State Legislature, with 

Grand Chute as the county seat. 
 
 In April, the first county elections were held. 
 
 The first meeting of the Outagamie County Board was held in Appleton on April 18. 
 
1852 The Appleton Water Power Company was incorporated to construct dams and 

reservoirs on the Fox River. 
 

1853 The cornerstone for Lawrence University‘s Main Hall was laid. It was the largest 
building in Wisconsin at that time. 
 
The village of Appleton was incorporated, encompassing the former villages of 
Lawesburg, Appleton, and Grand Chute. 
 
On April 14, the first meeting of the Appleton Village Board was held.  
John F. Johnston was elected village president. 
 
Samuel Appleton died at his home in Boston on July 12. 
 
Richmond Paper Mill was established; it was the first one in the Fox River Valley. 
Products were made out of straw, rags, and manila paper. 
 
Appleton Crescent (a weekly newspaper) started publication. It was named after the 
moon shaped crescent or bend in the Fox River. 
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1854 The village of Appleton was divided into two fire districts, east and west of Appleton 
Street, and a fire warden was appointed by each district. 

 

1856 The system of Fox River Locks and canals began operating. Whistles tooted, bands 
played, and people cheered on the hillsides in June when the steamboat, Aquila, 
passed through the locks from the Wisconsin River to Green Bay. 

 

1857 The first collegiate class of seven students (four men and three women) graduated 
in July. The class received borrowed diplomas because the side-wheel steamer, 
Aquila, bringing the diplomas from the east, sank in Lake Winnebago. 

 
 Amos A. Lawrence visited Appleton for the first time and inspected the school 

named for him in May. 
 

1861 The Chicago and Northwestern Railway extended north to Appleton on March 2. 
The first passenger train arrived March 5. 

 

1863 The Lawrence Engine Company was formed with Appleton‘s first fire engine. 
 
1865  The Appleton City Gas Light Company was incorporated. 
 
1866 A movement began to urge the public to plant shade trees in the city. 
 

. 
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Pioneer Log Schoolhouses 
 
Schools were made of logs in the pioneer days. Some had a rough puncheon floor such as 
this one, and others had a dirt floor. Many schools did not have glass windows. 
Newspapers or white papers greased with lard were fastened in the sashes. At one end or 
in the middle, a chimney furnished a fireplace for heat. Boys had to bring firewood in for 
the fire. If they forgot, they sat in the coldest part of the room. The schoolhouse was lit by 
candles. Often spaces between logs were left unchinked and were covered with oiled 
paper to let light in. (For more information on log cabin construction see page 77.) 
  
The furnishings of the schoolrooms were simple. A desk and stool were provided for the 
teacher. Children sat on puncheon benches. There were no blackboards or maps. Faber‘s 
pencils were made in 1761, but lead pencils were not in common use until the 1860‘s. 
Children‘s pencils did not have eraser tips on them until 1786. Writing and arithmetic were 
done in ink or on slates. Paper was scarce and too valuable to waste. The first slates were 
frameless. Some had holes for a pencil or they could be suspended around the neck. Quill 
pens were made from large bird feathers. Pioneer schoolmasters were good pen makers 
and pen menders. The favorite method of ink making was to dissolve ink powder. Children 
spent a lot of time learning how to write. Penmanship was practiced on a slate before 
being copied in a copybook, if available. 

 
School books were scarce in the 1800‘s. Many pupils depended on dictation from the 
teacher‘s single copy. Available textbooks were spellers, grammars, readers, and 
―arithmetickers‖. Geography and history books were not common. Many of the lessons 
stressed religious and moral principles. Children were expected to value virtue and 
goodness and to behave like little adults. 

 
A sampler was an exercise in needlework that taught a girl the alphabet and numbers and 
showed her stitching ability. The word comes from the French word ―essamplaire‖ and the 
Middle-English word ―samplere‖. Most samplers had a verse on them and were signed and 
dated. The basic stitch used on samplers was the cross stitch. A girl could be very creative 
in the decoration of her sampler. 

 
Lessons were copied in copybooks in the 1800‘s. Often the teacher would teach the 
beginners while older pupils copied in their copybooks. This was necessary because all 
ages went to school in one classroom. Copybooks were not always available because of 
the scarcity of paper. 

 
In the 1800‘s many lessons were recited aloud. The teacher would give the lesson and the 
children would ―blab‖ or shout it back in unison. Because the ―blab method‖ was common, 
schools were sometimes called ―blab schools‖. There was a wise saying that promised, 
―Repetition is the mother of learning‖. Many of the rhymes were brought to America by 
early English settlers. Mother Goose‘s Melodies and Goody-Two-Shoes were printed by 
John Newbery of London about 1765 and used in many schools. Today we are reminded 
of this man because the Newbery Medal has been awarded each year since 1922 to the 
best children‘s book written by an American author. Aesop‘s Fables were also used. These 
animal stories were read to show human virtues and faults.  
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Discipline in Pioneer Schools 
 
Rules were not made to be broken. A pupil was expected to be as quiet as a mouse and 
as industrious as a beaver. 
 

Discipline was severe and whippings were not unusual in school. Schoolboys who didn‘t 
behave were whipped. Rods or birch branches were used for whips. Many schoolrooms 
had center posts which were intended for supporting the roof. This post was also used as 
a whipping post. The pupil would have to grasp it with his hands while the schoolmaster 
lashed his back with a whip. If a pupil did not learn his lesson after he had been told to 
mind his book, the schoolmaster beat him. 
 

Sometimes a naughty boy was told to cut a branch from a tree. The schoolmaster cut a slit 
in one end and the boy had to wear the branch on his nose. If you didn‘t behave in school, 
you hurt from the punishments! 
 

A common punishment was the dunce stool. Its purpose was to embarrass a child into 
learning his lessons. If you didn‘t know your lessons, you were called a dunce. You had to 
sit on the dunce stool and wear a conical dunce cap. There was also a special dunce stool 
called a unipod. It was a stool with a single leg and required good balance. If the child fell 
from it, he was ridiculed by the teacher and pupils. 
 

If you whispered, you had to wear wood whispering sticks in your mouth. If you did not 
listen to the schoolmaster, you had to wear a sign around your neck that said ―Idle Boy‖, 
―Idle Girl‖, or ―Dunce‖. If you were caught biting your nails, you had to wear a sign that said 
―Bitefinger Baby‖. The classroom teacher has the option of choosing which discipline 
role plays are appropriate for their class. 
 
 

Early Education 
 
The pioneers settling in Wisconsin wanted good schools for their children. The people who 
came from New England knew about the good schools there, and European settlers 
wanted their children to be educated. The first lessons were taught in log schoolhouses 
like this one. 
 

Madison, Wisconsin‘s first school teacher, Louisa Brayton, came to Madison in February of 
1838 to set up its first public school. Her classroom was the front half of an 18 by 26 foot 
log cabin which was the home of the Isaac H. Palmer family. The teacher received two 
dollars a week for her salary. She paid a dollar a week for the room she rented. She left 
Madison after three months to return to Jefferson County where she was offered another 
teaching job with higher pay. 
 
At the same time the Declaration of Independence was signed (1776), a French-Canadian 
voyageur built a timber house which was insulated with mud from the Fox River in Green 
Bay. Today it is called the Tank Cottage which celebrated its 200th birthday by being 
moved to Heritage Hill State Park. Tank Cottage is the oldest house in Wisconsin. 
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Writing Lessons 
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Writing Lessons 
 

Pupils practice their penmanship with the quill pens at the writing bench in the back of the 
log schoolhouse. Remind pupils to sit in the center of the three legged stools to avoid 
tipping. The docent may have pupils blab ―think before you ink‖.  The pupils will be proud 
of their penmanship with ―little ink and little pressure‖. Wipe the quill pen against the ink 
bottle to avoid ―blobs‘ on the paper. Sleeves should be rolled up because permanent ink is 
used. They may write their name, the alphabet, or anything related to the field trip. After 
practicing with the quill pens, they sign the Common Place Book (a guest book of 
yesteryear). The classroom teacher will label the page with the school, teacher, and date.  
 
Pupils are warned not to waste paper because it is handmade and very scarce. Yellow 
paper is used because it was made from straw at this time. The ―scrap papers‖ they 
practice on may be put on the puncheon benches along the sides of the cabin to dry and 
be taken home as a memento to show their parents their quill pen handwriting. The ink 
dries faster if blotted with tissues. 
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Fancy Pens 
 
Before the invention of pencils, fountain pens, ball-point pens, and all the other types of 
modern writing devices, schoolchildren used rather crude pens made from small carved 
twigs or feather quills. Quill pens worked best because the quill held the ink better – you 
didn‘t have to dip the pen as often. But wood-nib pens were much cheaper and could be 
carved in a few minutes. 
 

Wood-Nib Pen 
 

 
 
Materials:  pencil-sized twig 
Tools:  penknife 
 
Using a penknife, carve one end of the twig to a thin point, fig. 4. This will be the writing 
nib. (By the way, that is how the penknife got its name. It was a knife carried just for the 
purpose of carving a pen nib or keeping a nib pointed.) 
 

 
 
Once you have a thin point, dip it into the ink and try writing. You will probably have to dip 
the pen into the ink quite often, sometimes for every letter you print. When the nib 
becomes too soft or flat, just carve the point sharp again with your penknife. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

29 

 

Quill Pens 
 
A quill is the hollow stalk of a bird‘s feather and the finest quills for writing came from the 
wing feathers of geese. But if a good quill wasn‘t easy to get, the large wing feather of a 
crow, turkey, or swan would also make a good pen. 
 
Materials:  bird‘s feather 
Tools:  penknife 
 

1. To make a quill pen you will first need to find a large feather. During the spring and 
fall when birds molt their feathers you might be able to get several good quills from 
a local zoo. 
 

2. Strip off some of the feather if necessary from the fat end of the quill. This enables 
you to hold the pen comfortably in the standard position. 
 

3. Now form the pen point by cutting the fat end of the quill at a slant, curving the cut 
slightly, fig. 5. 

 
 

4. Check to be sure the inside of the hollow quill point is open and smooth so the ink 
will flow to the point. If necessary, you can clean inside the quill point using the end 
of the paper clip. The pen will now write with ink; the width of the line it draws will be 
determined by how sharp or blunt the point is. To get a varied line so that the harder 
you press the heavier the line, cut a small slit in the pen point – about one-eighth 
inch (3 mm.) right up the middle from the tip, fig. 5. 
 
Use the ink you made or regular fountain pen ink of any color and dip just the tip of 
the pen in. After some practice, the pupils will learn just how far to dip the quill 
without the ink ―blobbing‖ on the paper. Keep a paper towel ink blotter handy just in 
case. The pupils may experiment to find out how a quill pen writes by drawing lines, 
curves, and individual letters. Hold the pen at different angles or try cutting a new 
point at a slightly different slant. 
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Reading Lessons 
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McGuffey Readers 

 
The New England Primer was the most common book used in pioneer schools until the 
early to mid 1800‘s. It was first compiled by Benjamin Harris, a Boston printer, and 
published in 1680. It was so religious in all its teachings that it was referred to as the ―Little 
Bible of New England‖. The primer was a small book (5‖ by 3‖) which contained the 
alphabet, table of syllables and words, prayers, rhymes, and short stories. Each letter of 
the alphabet was illustrated with a picture. Many illustrations were woodcuts depicting a 
biblical scene. More than three million copies of The New England Primer were printed, 
and it was used until the mid 19th century. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The McGuffey Readers were the common reading texts used in early schools in America. 
William Holmes McGuffey, who was President of Cincinnati College, printed the First and 
Second Readers in 1836. Simple language was used, but the child was gradually 
introduced to more sophisticated vocabulary. The stories and rhymes were not original but 
were carefully selected from a wide range of schoolbooks and children‘s literature. The 
Third and Fourth Readers published in 1837 introduced the famous McGuffey moral 
lessons. Since few textbooks were available, students shared a McGuffey Reader and 
each child had a turn reading a lesson aloud with other students, blabbing back each 
sentence to review their pronunciation. The log schoolhouse docent may recite vocabulary 
words with students blabbing words back. 
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Hornbook Lesson 
 

 
The hornbook taught pioneer children their letters, simple syllables, spelling and religious 
instruction with the Lord‘s Prayer. It was a thin piece of flat wood cut in the shape of a 
paddle. A piece of paper slightly smaller than the piece of wood was covered with a thin 
transparent sheet of yellowish horn from a sheep or other animal. This gave the pageless 
book the name of hornbook. The handle was pierced with a hole and threaded with a 
leather thong so it could be hung from the child‘s neck or carried on a boy‘s belt. The 
hornbook originated in England because paper was scarce. When English colonists came 
to America, they brought hornbooks with them. Hornbooks were not used much after 1800.  

 
Pupils read aloud with the teacher pointing to each letter of the alphabet, syllables, and 
numbers. Pointers were wooden knitting needles. The Lord‘s Prayer has been omitted 
from the hornbooks in the log schoolhouse because it is public school instruction. 
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Mother Goose 
 
The early Mother Goose fairy tales and nursery rhymes used in early education may have 
originated in Boston, Massachusetts, from Elizabeth Foster Goose (1665-1758). She was 
the second wife of Isaac Goose. Elizabeth had six children and Isaac had ten. After her 
husband died, she went to live with her daughter who was married to a publisher. ―Mother 
Goose‖ sang songs to her grandchildren. Her son-in-law collected her many jingles and 
published them to be enjoyed by other children. The poetry of Mother Goose continues to 
be a valuable literary source for young children to learn the rhythm of the English 
language. 
 

One, two, buckle your shoe, 
Three, four, open the door, 

Five, six, pick up sticks, 
Seven, eight, lay them straight, 

Nine, ten, a big fat hen. 
 
 

Aesop’s Fables 
 
Some believe Aesop was a slave in ancient Greece between 620 and 560 BC, an 
Ethiopian, or that he did not exist at all. Others believe he was a wise old man who 
collected the stories and wrote them down himself. His fables are some of the most well 
known in the world. Several of his famous stories are The Fox and the Grapes, The 
Tortoise and the Hare, The North Wind and the Sun, The Boy Who Cried Wolf, and the Ant 
and the Grasshopper. 
 
A fable is a story with a moral or lesson. The characters in an Aesop fable are animals who 
talk and act like humans. The good or bad actions are to teach proper manners. 
 
Some examples of morals or lessons demonstrated in fables are the following: 
 
 It is better to teach by doing than by preaching. 

 No one is too small to be able to help a friend. 

 People complain most who suffer least. 

 Out of the frying pan and into the fire 

 Many fights only bring loss to both sides 

The teacher may read the story or fable from charts. The teacher may have a pupil read it. 
The teacher may ask questions about the story or the moral. Pupils may write the moral on 
their slates. 
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Example of a fable follows: 

 
 

The Wolf and the Crane 
 

A wolf had a bone stuck in his throat and in the greatest agony ran up and down, 
beseeching every animal he met to relieve him at the same time hinting at a very 
handsome reward to the successful operator. A crane, moved by his entreaties and 
promises, ventured her long neck down the wolf‘s throat and drew out the bone. She then 
modestly asked for the promised reward. To which, the wolf, grinning and showing his 
teeth, replied with seeming indignation, ―Ungrateful creature to ask for any other reward 
than that you have put your head into a wolf‘s jaws and brought it safe out again!‖ 

 
Those who are charitable only in the hope of a return must not be surprised if, in their 
dealings with evil men, they meet with more jeers than thanks. 
 
   
MORAL:  Do not do things just for a reward. Or---gratitude and greed do not go together.  
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Spelling Lessons 
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Spelling Lessons 
 
 

The teacher gave out the word with a blow of a strap on the desk as a signal for all pupils 
to start together. The whole class then spelled out the word in syllables in a chorus. The 
teacher‘s ear was so trained and so acute that the teacher could at once detect any 
misspelled word. If a pupil misspelled the word, the teacher demanded the name of the 
scholar who made the mistake. If there was any question as to who made the mistake, the 
teacher kept the entire class until by repeated trials, accuracy was obtained. 
 
Lessons were studied aloud in pioneer days. The teacher would reprimand any pupil who 
was studying silently. Sometimes neighbors of the school objected to the roar of voices 
and even went so far as to discuss this problem at town meetings. Lessons were always 
studied aloud; in particular, reading and spelling were done in unison. 
 
 

Spelling Bee 
  
This is a common game used in classrooms now as it was 200 years ago. Lists of words 
are drawn up in advance. Two teams are seated in opposite lines and the team to go first 
is chosen by a flip of a coin. If the first pupil spells the first word right, they score a point for 
their team and move to the end of the line. If the pupil misses, the first person on the 
opposing team gets to try the word. If they miss also, the word is not used again. This 
proceeds until all members have had a chance. The team scoring the most points wins. 

 
 

Spell Down 
 

The same procedure was followed as the spelling bee except that when pupils made an 
error, they sat down. The champion was the only one left standing.  

 
 

Toe the Line 
 

 
The pupils stand and face the center aisle. They put their feet on a line on the floor. The 
docent gives each pupil a word. The pupil repeats the word and spells it. If the pupil is 
correct, the pupil sits down.  This procedure is repeated until all are sitting on the 
puncheon benches.   
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        Primary List           Intermediate List 
 
able  fire  paper    alphabet  lazy  
apple   fireplace pay     America  learning  
Appleton flag  pens     aprons  lessons 
   floor  pig    arithmetic  logs 
baby  fly   plant 
ball  football pump    benches  marbles 
bat  fox  pupil    blacksmith  marching 
bed  frog       blab   mistress 
bee     quill    blessing  Mother Goose 
bell   game       bonnet 
bench  gate  rat     breeches  needlework 
best  girl  read        
Bible  go  recess    cabin   paper  
big  gun  river    candle   parents  
blacksmith    run    celebrate  patchwork 
boat  hand       chalk   penmanship 
books  hat  sampler   chimney  pioneer   
bow  he   schoolhouse   chinking  pump   
boy  heat  sew    country  puncheon 
brook  help  she    curtsy    
bug  hen  ship        quill 
   hive  shoes    declaration  quilt 
cabin  hornbook sidewalk   drums     
candle     sign    dunce   recess  
cap  ink  sit    dutiful   recite   
cat     slate        reverent  
chalk  jump  sow    eagle      
chores    spell        sampler 
church kind   stoolball   fable   schoolhouse  
cold  king  sun    fireplace  sense 
colt  kite       flag   shingles  
cooper    talk    forgive  signer   
corn  leg  teacher   freedom  slate   
cow  logs  to         spelling 
cup  love   two    gratitude  spinning  
           greed   stool  
dog  manners vest            
door  master      hornbook  taxes  
dress  meet  walk          
drum  mice  wasp    idle   water 
duck  miller  water       weaving 
dunce  mother well    Johnnycake  whip 
      window       window 
 fable  needle Wisconsin   knife      
 face  now  wood          
 father    write  

open     
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Arithmetic 

Primary 
 
The teacher would conduct oral drills or give examples for the children to copy on their 
slates. When answers were given, the children would check their own work. An abacus 
may be used to demonstrate problems to the pupils. 
 
List of Lessons 
 

A. Blab lesson - teacher gives simple example and children answer aloud. 
 
a. 2 and 3 are ?  4 less 1 is ?  2 threes are ? 

3 and 3 are ?  2 fours are ?  3 fives are ? 
 

b. Multiplication tables recited (rote) 
2‘s – 3‘s – 4‘s – 5‘s – up to 10 

 
B. Written lesson – children copy numbers given by teacher and write answers on 

slates. 
 

C. Mental problems – teacher gives oral problem and children give answer. 
 

D. Problem solving using slates – teacher gives problem and children copy figures on 
slate before solving problem. Check answers. 
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Arithmetic 
 

Primary Lessons 
 

A. Blab Lesson 
 
1. Addition 

 
1 and 2 is  3  2 and 3 is  5   3 and 5 is  8   2 and 2 is  4    

3 and 1 is  4  3 and 4 is  7   6 and 1 is  7   5 and 5 is  10  
 

2. Subtraction 
 
2 less 1 is  1   4 less 2 is   2  10 less 5 is  5    

5 less 1 is  4  5 less 2 is   3  9 less 6 is   3   
 

3. Multiplication 
 

2   5‘s are  10   2   6‘s are  12  4   4‘s are  16  

3   2‘s are  6  4   2‘s are  8   4   5‘s are  20  
 
4. Recite tables by rote 

 
1‘s up to 1 x 10  2‘s up to 2 x 10 

3‘s – 4‘s – 5‘s  10‘s up to 10 x 10  
 

B. Written lessons using slates 
 
1. Write numbers as teacher dictates. 

 
12 – 17 – 34 – 22 – 100 – 134 

Check: Teacher reads figures and children check their slates. 
 

2. Copy figures and add: 
 
22   61  22  42  134 
32   32  52  33  253 
15   15  24  11  387 
69  108  98  86 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Teacher chooses) 
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3. Telling time – every school room had a wall clock. Let‘s draw a circle for the face 
of the clock. 

 
The clock has two hands, a long one and a short one. The short one is the hour 
hand; and the long one is the minute hand. The short or hour hand moves very 
slowly and the long minute hand goes all around the clock face while the hour 
hand goes from one figure to the next. 
 

Draw circle for clock. Put in 12 – 3 – 6 and 9; add other 
numbers. Put in hands to tell time or show 3 o‘clock, 5 o‘clock, 
10 o‘clock. Teach half past the hour, quarter past the hour, if 
time permits; time school starts, lunch time, or bedtime. 

 
 

C. Mental problems – call on individuals. 
 
1. There were 3 boats on the river with 3 men in each boat. How many men in all? 

3   3‘s are 9   3 x 3 is 9 
 

2. John made 3 marks on one leaf in his copy book and 6 marks on another. How 
many marks did he make? 

3 and 6 are _9_ 
 

3. His teacher punished him for marking his book. He gave him 4 blows on one 
hand and 5 on the other hand. How many blows did his teacher strike him? 

4 and 5 are _9_ 
 

4. Mistress Kalista‘s favorite:  7 boys laughed at him when he was punished. 2 did 
not laugh. How many boys were in the room? 

7 and 2 are 9   (9 and 1 are 10) 
 

5. Mary learned 8 new words on Monday and only 5 on Tuesday. How many new 
words did she learn on both days? 

8 + 5 is _13_ 
 

6. Sam caught 8 rats with one trap, 4 with another trap, and 6 with another. How 
many rats did he catch? 

8 and 4 are _12_ and 6 more are _18_ 
 

7. Mr. Brown planted an apple orchard in 10 rows with 7 trees in each row. How 
many trees in the orchard? 

10  7‘s are _70_ 
 

8. There are 7 days in a week. How many days in 2 weeks? 3 weeks? 5 weeks? 
2  7‘s are _14_ 3  7‘s are _21_ 5  7‘s are _35_ 

 
9. Kate is 10 years old and her sister, Sara, is 4 years younger. How old is her 

sister? _6_ 
 

12 

3 9 

6 
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10. Charles had 8 pennies to spend for candy. Peppermint sticks are 2 for a penny. 
How many peppermint sticks can he buy for his 8 pennies? (English pennies)   
_4_ 

 
11. Andrew sold 8 bunches of grapes and had 9 bunches left. How many bunches of 

grapes did he have at first?  _17_ 
 
12. A pole is 7 feet in the water and 9 feet in the air. How long is the pole?   

_16 feet_ 
 
13. A farmer sold 6 hogs to his neighbor and 9 to a drover (a man taking them to 

market in the city). How many hogs did the farmer sell?  _15_ 
 
14. There were 7 farmers who cider and became miserable. The other farmers 

drank water and were healthy and happy. If there were 10 farmers altogether, 
how many drank water?  _3_ 

 
15. A circus wagon was pulled by a pair of horses. A pair means 2. It took 4 pair of 

horses to pull the 4 large wagons with the wild animals. 
 

A. How many horses are 4 pair?  4 x 2 is _8_ 
 
2 horses and 2 horses and 2 horses and 2 horses are 8 horses. 
 

B. How many horses are 5 pair?  5 x 2 is _10_ 
 

2 horses and 8 horses are 10 horses 
 

C. 5 wagons carried the band and people who performed in the circus. Each 
wagon was pulled by a pair or team of horses. How many horses were 
needed? 
 

D. How many horses in all?  Twice 10 is 20 
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Arithmetic Problems  
 
 

1. There are 14 benches in the schoolhouse. Each bench is half a log. How many logs 
were needed to make the benches? 
 

7 logs 
 

2. To build the schoolhouse, it took 15 logs for the front, 15 logs for the back, 10 logs 
for the one side, and 10 logs for the other side. How many logs were needed for the 
four sides? 
 

50 logs 
 

3. To make the roof, it took 5 long logs for the beams, 6 logs for the roof, and 9 logs 
for the shake shingles. How many logs did it take to complete the roof? 
 

20 logs 
 

4. To make the inside furnishings, it took 2 logs for the writing desk, 2 logs for the 
teacher‘s desk and platform, 1 log for the fireplace mantel, 1 log for the window 
frames, 1 log for the door, 2 logs for the writing stools, and 15 logs for the floor. How 
many logs were needed for the inside furnishings?  
 

24 logs 
 

5. For the whole school house, 7 logs for benches, 50 logs for the sides, 20 logs for 
the roof, 24 logs for the furnishings inside, 1 log for the flagpole, 1 log for the 
donor‘s sign, and 10 logs for firewood. How many logs did it take to complete the 
schoolhouse? 
 

113 logs 
 

6. Farmer Brown could carry 10 logs on his wagon at one time. How many times did 
he have to load his wagon to get all the logs to the site where they were to build the 
schoolhouse? 
 

12 times 
 

7. How many trips did he have to make before he got home at night? 
 

24 trips 
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Arithmetic 
 

Intermediate  
 
Older children copied from the teacher‘s copy book and worked the example until they 
could do it without any help. 
 
The teacher conducted oral drills, challenged them with sums and problems to do in their 
heads, or gave them lessons to copy on their slates. Children could check their own work 
as teacher gave correct answers. 
 
 
List of Lessons 
 

A. Blab lesson – teacher asked and children answered (together or individually). 
 
a. Addition – 20 and 25 are ? 

 
b. Subtraction – 36 less 7 leaves ? 
 

Count backwards by subtracting a given number. 
 

c. Multiplication 
 
1. Tables by rote – 6‘s – 7‘s – 8‘s – 9‘s – 10‘s – 11‘s – 12‘s  

 
2. Teacher gave combination – children responded together or as individuals. 

 
6  7‘s ? 8  4‘s  ? 7  12‘s   ? 5  9‘s  ? 

 
d. Division 

 
Teacher asked, ―How many 4‘s in 36?‖ 
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B. Written lesson – children use slates 
 
a. Writing numbers as teacher reads:  

 
2,305 – children copy figures in correct order 

 
b. Recognizing place value – children circle figure in hundreds place in above 

figure – (3) 
 

c. Teacher reads columns of figures – children copy and add. 
Check each one before proceeding. 

112 
 211  Children can read numbers aloud for practice. 
 129 
 206 
 658 
 

d. Multiplying larger numbers – children copy figures as teacher dictates. Check 
each one before proceeding. 
 

435  
 x 7 

                    3,045 
 

e. Roman Numerals – review up to XX. Tell how clock faces often used Roman 
Numerals. Have lesson on time. 

 
C. Mental problems – teacher gives simple problem and children give answer – not to 

use slates 
 

Teacher gives more difficult problem and children are permitted to use slates. 
Check work. 

 
D. Problem solving using slates – Teacher should repeat figures if necessary. 
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Arithmetic 
  

Intermediate Lessons 
 

A. Oral – Blab lesson – children recite together 
 
1. Tables of 6‘s – 7‘s – 8‘s – 9‘s – 10‘s – 11‘s – 12‘s (teacher chooses) 

 
2. Individual answer: 
 

a. Addition 
 
6, 3, 4, and 2 are _15_  8, 1, 3, and 4 are _16_ 
 
6, 6, 1 and 6 are _19_  10, 6, 5, and 7 are _28_ 
 

b. Subtraction 
 
1. How many is 9 less 5? _4_ 13 less 6? _7_ 

 
     14 less 7? _7_  11 less 8? _3_ 30 less 7? _23_ 

 
     25 less 7? _18_  36 less 9? _25_ 44 less 6? _38_  

 
2. Begin with 50 and count back to 2 by subtracting 8 each time. 

 
3. Begin with 57 and count back to 3 by subtracting 9 each time. 
 

c. Multiplication 
 
6  6‘s are ?  _36_  5  9‘s are ?  _45_  7  6‘s are ? _42_ 
 
4 11‘s are ? _44_  7  8‘s are ?  _56_  9  9‘s are ? _81_ 
 
8  4‘s are ?  _32_  7  12‘s are ? _84_ 
 

d. Division 
 
How many 4‘s in 28 ? _7_    6‘s in 54 ?   _9_ 
 
        5‘s in 45 ? _9_    8‘s in 64 ?   _8_ 
 
        9‘s in 72 ? _8_    7‘s in 63 ?   _9_ 
 
        3‘s in 36 ? _12_ 10‘s in 120 ? _12_ 
 
    12‘s in 108 ? _9_    9‘s in 63 ?   _7_ 
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B. Written examples – children copy on slates as teacher gives figures. 

 
1. Write these numbers:  

 
a. 2,305    b.  5,190  c.  11,006 
d. 52,052  e.  2,375,160  f.   3,170,017 
 
Teacher reads figures and children check and make corrections. 
 

2. In the numbers copied above, circle the figures having this place value. 
 
a. hundreds  b.  thousands  c.  tens 
d. ten thousands e.  hundred thousands f.  ones (unit) 
 
Check – if mistakes are made, have numbers read aloud. 
 

3. Adding larger numbers – copy as teacher gives figures. 
 
a.  112  b.  13  c.  1,323 d.  23,211 

 211       22       2,112      32,316 
 122     120       2,131      14,005 
 111     131       1,467        6,127 
 556       67        _805      11,304 
     353                  7,838            86,963 
 

 Check – numbers could be read for practice. 
 

4. Multiplying larger numbers: 
 
a.    434  b.  2,524 c.  13,606 d.  2,306 

_ x  6            x 7      x 8         x 86 
  2,604     17,668    108,848   198,316 

 
5. Write Roman Numerals for: 

 
a.  ten – six – eight – four – twelve 

 
  22 -  35 – 28  -  20  - 16 
 

Check – make corrections. 
 

6. Telling Time 
 
Make circle for clock face – put in figures using Roman numerals. 
 
Children draw hands on clock to show:     time school opens 
       recess 
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C. Mental problems – teacher reads problem and children figure in their heads. 
Individual answers. If all do not understand, allow them to work the problem on 
slates. (Teacher selects several.) 

 
1. When grandmother spins wool into yarn, she winds the yarn on a reel counting 

20 threads. She ties these together and calls it a knot. It takes six knots to make 
a skein. How many threads in a skein? 
 

2. Two wagons start from the same place going in the same direction, one traveling 
nine miles an hour and the other at six miles an hour. How far apart will they be 
in five hours? 

 
3. Two men start from the same place and travel in opposite directions, one at 

seven miles an hour and the other at six miles an hour. How far apart will they 
be in eight hours? 

 
4. In a school 163 scholars are enrolled and only 154 are present. How many are 

absent? 
 

5. A farmer‘s wife wanted to dye her wool red and needed one quart of pokeberries 
to make dye enough for 20 yards of thread. How many pokeberries must she 
gather to dye 100 yards of thread?  

 
D. Problem solving – using slates. Teacher should repeat figures if necessary. 

 
1. A drover (man who drove animals to market) bought 17 sheep from one farmer, 

9 sheep from another, and 8 from another. He then sold 7 of them to a butcher. 
How many sheep were left? (17 + 9 + 8 = 34 – 7 = 27) 
 

2. The first permanent settlement in Virginia was made in 1607. Our independence 
was declared in 1776. How many years between the two events? (169) 

 
3. A web of flannel contains 46 yards. How many yards in 391 webs?  

(8  23/46 = 8 ½) 
 
4. The pioneer families looked forward to making maple syrup in early spring. (In a 

short discussion, review process.) It took 1 barrel of sap to produce one gallon of 
syrup. Syrup was boiled down to make sugar. One gallon of syrup yielded about 
8 lbs. of sugar. How many barrels of sap were needed for 24 lbs. of sugar? (3) 

 
5. (Extra) A man added 3 more sheep to those already in his barn. He then had 7 

times as many as he would have had if he had sold 3 instead of buying 3. I 
demand to know how many sheep this man had at the beginning. (4) 

 
 

 
 
 



 

49 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recess Games 
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Games 
 

The classroom teacher will be responsible for directing games at recess time. Jump ropes, 
stilts, and tug of war rope are available for the pupils to use. 

 
Games were seldom learned from printed rules but were told from child to child year after 
year. Games were played in groups, emphasizing the pioneer attitude that things could be 
accomplished more effectively in groups. Examples are spelling bees, quilting bees, and 
corn husking bees. 
 

Indoor Games 
 

Jack Jump Over the Candlestick 
Hide the Thimble 

Button, Button 
Charades (word and art charades) 

Checkers 
Dominoes 

Cat‘s Cradle  
Tongue Twisters 

Forfeits 
Stoolball 

 
 

Outdoor Games 
 

Blindman‘s Bluff 
I Spy 

Squat Tag 
Leap Frog Relay 

Hop-Scotch 
Marbles (―Mibs‖) 

Tug of War 
Thread the Needle 

Hop, Step, and Jump 
Stilts 

Basket Bowling 
Counting Out Games 

 
 

Singing Games 
 

Pop Goes the Weasel 
London Bridge 

Oats, Peas, Beans and Barley Grow 
Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush 

Ring Around the Rosy 
Looby-Loo (I Put my Right Hand in) 
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Directions for Indoor Games 
 

Jack Jump Over the Candlestick 
 

Individual pupils jump over the candlestick while the class recites the rhyme: 
 

Jack be nimble 
Jack be quick 

Jack jump over  
The candlestick. 

 
 

Hide the Thimble 
 
All of the children are sent out of the room except the one who is hiding the thimble. The 
pupil places the thimble where it is not easily seen but is visible when attention is called to 
it. As each child discovers the thimble, he calls out ―Rorum torum corum,‖ and takes a 
seat. A seeker may be assisted by the others who call out, ―you‘re freezing,‖ ―you are 
cold,‖ or ―you‘re burning up‖ according to how close to the thimble he or she is located. 
The one who finds it last has to hide it next. 

 
 

Button, Button 
 
The children sit in a circle with their hands closed, fingers up. One of the children takes the 
button and goes around the circle with it, tapping the closed fists of the players and 
pretending to insert the button. While going around the circle, he or she says: 
 ―Button, button, who‘s got the button?‖ 
Each child is then required to guess who has it. The one who guesses correctly takes the 
place of the leader. Those who guess wrong must pay a forfeit. 
 
 

Charades 
 
AGE GROUP:   5 or older 
MATERIALS:    Any impromptu props or musical instruments available. 
DIRECTIONS:  Divide participants into two groups. Group A leaves the room, chooses 
proverb or phrase, and decides what props and pantomimes will be used. They return after 
an agreed time limit and perform their charade for Group B, which has set a time period in 
which to guess the proverb or phrase. 
VARIATION:  If a group guesses the proverb within the time limit, they are awarded a 
point; if not, the other team receives a point. At end of activity, the team with the most 
points wins. 
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USEFUL PROVERBS FOR CHARADES: 
1. All that glitters is not gold. 
2. A stitch in time saves nine. 
3. A fool and his money are soon parted. 
4. Every cloud has a silver lining. 
5. It never rains but it pours. 
6. Make hay while the sun shines. 
7. A barking dog never bites. 
8. Never look a gift horse in the mouth. 
9. A rolling stone gathers no moss. 
10. Better late than never. 
11. Birds of a feather flock together. 
12. A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. 
13. Never put off ‗till tomorrow what can be done today. 
14. A place for everything and everything in its place. 
15. It‘s better to have loved and lost, than never to have loved at all. 
16. What‘s good for the goose is good for the gander. 
17. He laughs best who laughs last. 
18. Out of sight, out of mind. 
19. Too many cooks spoil the broth. 
20. Rome wasn‘t built in one day. 
21. Where there‘s a will, there‘s a way. 
22. You cannot have your cake and eat it. 
23. Absence makes the heart grow fonder. 
24. The early bird catches the worm. 
25. Everything comes to him who waits. 
26. Laugh and the world laughs with you; weep and you weep alone. 
27. Idleness is the mother of evil. 
28. All‘s well that ends well. 
29. A new broom sweeps clean. 
30. It takes a thief to catch a thief. 
31. God helps those who help themselves. 
32. People in glass houses shouldn‘t throw stones. 
33. One good turn deserves another. 
34. All good things must come to an end. 
35. A friend in need is a friend indeed. 
36. To the victor belong the spoils. 
37. All‘s fair in love and war. 
38. Evil to him who evil thinks. 
39. Two wrongs do not make a right. 
40. Curiosity killed the cat. 
41. Necessity is the mother of invention. 
42. Variety is the spice of life. 
43. It takes two to make a quarrel. 
44. Nothing ventured, nothing gained. 
45. Handsome is as handsome does. 
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Art Charades 
 

AGE GROUP:   6 or older 
MATERIALS:    2 pads of paper; 3 pencils or other markers 
DIRECTIONS:  This game is similar to regular charades but instead of pantomime, 
drawings are used. The players are divided into two groups. Each group sends a 
representative to the leader, who gives him or her the title of a song, movie, book, or word 
from an announced category. The representative returns to the group and attempts to 
draw a quick sketch of the idea the word or phrase represents. The team to guess first 
raises their hands. No talking or actually writing out of words is allowed by the artist. A 
different representative is sent for the next word so the game continues. The team with the 
greatest number of correct guesses is the winner. 
 
 

Word Charades 
 
AGE GROUP:   5 or older 
MATERIALS:    Paper and pencil to keep score 
DIRECTIONS:  Divide participants into groups of four or five. Each selects a word and 
takes several minutes to prepare pantomime. Groups then take turns presenting their 
charade to other groups. Talking is of course prohibited. If no one guesses the words, the 
performing group receives point; if someone does guess the word (within time limit); their 
group receives point. Group with most points at end wins. 
VARIATION:  Use state names, flowers, birds, books, or movie titles. 
 

 
Checkers 

 
Checkers is so called only in this country; in England and the British dominions, it is 
―draughts‖. See a standard rules book for basic English draughts, which we call checkers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DIAGONAL DRAUGHTS – Standard rules for English draughts except that the pieces are 
arranged in the opposing corners on the board. 
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Dominoes 
 
It is believed that dominoes were derived, in ancient times, from dice. They have been 
played for many hundreds of years, and are still very popular. See a standard rules book 
for general rules and variant games, which include ―Sebastopol,‖ ―The Draw Game,‖ and 
―Bergen.‖ 
 
 

Cat’s Cradle or Cratch Cradle 
 
Children teach this historic game to each other. One player stretches a length of looped 
cords over the extended fingers of both hands in a symmetrical form. The second player 
inserts the fingers and removes the cord without dropping the loops in a way to produce 
another figure. These various figures had childish titles. This game could be played on the 
bus ride to the Ann Kloehn Log Schoolhouse. 
 

 

Tongue Twisters 
 
In American schools of the 1800‘s, teachers believed that articulate speech was the sure 
sign of a well-educated person, so one of the compulsory school subjects for all children 
was ―elocution‖ or proper public speaking. To practice lessons of good speech, each pupil 
would stand before the class and slowly recite some difficult sentence or phrase over and 
over again until each word was clear and crisply spoken. 
 
 ―Bring me some ice, not some mice.‖ 
 ―Red leather, yellow leather.‖ 
 ―Rush the washing, Russell.‖ 
 
Sometimes the class played an elocution game similar to a spelling bee in which each 
pupil in turn had to speak some tongue-twisting sentence clearly after correctly reciting 
each of the sentences that preceded his turn. Whoever made a mistake was out of the 
contest. A typical progression of sentences might have gone like this: 
 
 One old oxford ox opening oysters. 

 Two tired turkeys trotting to the trolley. 

 Three tricky tigers tipping ten tall trees. 

 Four fat friars foolishly fishing for flowers. 

 Five funny Frenchmen fanning fainting flies. 

 Six sick sailors sighting sinking ships. 

 Seven sinister sisters swallowing soothing syrup. 

 Eight elegant Englishmen eagerly eating éclairs. 

 Nine nimble noblemen neatly nibbling nothing. 

 Ten tiny ticks throwing terrible temper tantrums. 
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Proper speech and clear communication are still important lessons, but elocution as a 
school subject has nearly disappeared. All that is left are a lot of tricky tongue-twisters to 
be recited clearly and crisply and as quickly as you can without making a mistake. Some 
tricky tongue-twisters are meant to be repeated over and over again a number of times in a 
row, while others are difficult enough so that you are lucky to get through them correctly 
just once. Many of those tongue-twisters were once actually school lessons, but now you 
can try them just for fun. 
 
 Some shun sunshine – do you shun sunshine? 

 A big black bug bit a big black bear and the big black bear bled blood. 

 A skunk sat on a stump; the stump thunk the skunk stunk; and the skunk thunk the 
  stump stunk. 

 Cross crossings cautiously. 

 Sheep shouldn‘t sleep in a shack; sheep should sleep in a shed. 

 The swan swam out to sea; swim swan swim! 

 Three grey geese sat on the green grass grazing. 

 The sixth sheik‘s sixth sheep‘s sick. 

 She‘s so selfish she should sell shellfish shells but shells of shellfish seldom sell. 

Two tutors who tooted the flute tried to tutor two tooters to toot. Said the two to the 
tutors, ―Is it harder to toot or to tutor two tooters to toot?‖ 

 
(Reprinted by permission – American School Days) 
 
 

Forfeits 
 
In many of the indoor games of early America, penalties in the form of forfeits were 
incurred by the losers. Blindman‘s Bluff, Button, Button, and Hide the Thimble all can be 
played in this fashion. Each time a player loses, he must place one of his belongings in 
some central place. At the close of the game, one player sits in a chair with the articles in 
his lap. Another child kneels on the floor and covers his face with his hands so he cannot 
see. The first child picks up one of the articles and cries ―Here‘s a very pretty thing and a 
very pretty thing, and what shall be done by the owner of this very pretty thing?‖ The 
kneeling child, without looking at the article, then gives the penance. The owner of the 
article must perform the penance in front of the other players. Many different penalties can 
be invented: stand in the corner, sigh, cry, sing, and dance. A favorite was kneel to the 
prettiest, bow to the wittiest, and kiss the one that you love the best, or place two chairs in 
the middle of the room, take off your shoes, and jump over the chairs. 
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Stoolball 
 
AGE GROUP:       6 or older 
PARTICIPANTS:  3 or more (may divide into teams) 
MATERIALS:        A softball and a stool (or large carton) 
DIRECTIONS:  Set the stool or carton upon the ground and choose a defender who takes 
his position beside it. The other players, called ―bowlers,‖ take turns toeing a line 10 or 
more feet away and pitching the ball at the stool, trying to hit it. Anyone who succeeds in 
hitting the stool becomes the defender or batman. Any player, including the bowler, who 
catches the ball when it is batted back also becomes the defender. The winner of the 
game is the player of the team that hits the ball the most times before it hits the stool.   
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Directions for Outdoor Games 
 

Blindman’s Bluff 
 
A blindfolded player (called buff) is led into the center of the room. This conversation takes 
place: 
  
 ―How many horses has your father got?‖ 
 ―Three.‖ 
 ―What colors are they?‖ 
 ―Black, white, and gray.‖ 
 ―Turn about and turn about and catch whom you can.‖ 
 
Buff turns around three times and tries to capture someone. When he/she succeeds and 
correctly guesses his/her name, the captured player must in turn be blindfolded. Buff 
should be warned whenever he approaches anything that might hurt him or her by 
someone calling out ―table,‖ ―chair,‖ or whatever it is in the way. 
 
 

I Spy (Hide and Seek) 
 
This favorite game has been played all over America for 200 years. 
 
One of the children is declared ―it‖ either by counting out or by first shouting out, ―I‘m it‖. 
This child leans against a ―home‖, usually a tree, closes his or her eyes, and counts to 100. 
During this time all the other players scatter and hide. The seeker then opens his or her 
eyes and begins to look for the others. When he or she spots any of the players, he or she 
runs to the tree and touches it three times saying, ―one, two, three for John (or Susan or 
Tommy)‖. If on the other hand, the hider can reach the tree first and say, ―one, two, three 
for myself‖, he or she is safe and may go hide again. Sometimes it is played by having 
those caught help the seeker find the rest of the children. The last one caught is declared 
the winner and chooses the next ―it‖.  
 
 

Squat Tag 
 
AGE GROUP:       8 or older 
PARTICIPANTS:  Unlimited 
DIRECTIONS:      Children scatter over designated playing area. One player is designated 
―it‖ and tries to tag another. If he or she succeeds, the tagged player calls out, ―I‘m it‖. The 
only way a tagged player can avoid being ―it‖ is to squat down and call out ―squat‖. 
VARIATIONS:  Instead of ―squat‖, a player may call out ―stone‖ (as he touches a stone) or 
―wood‖ (as he touches wood). From time to time the leader may call out ―no squats‖ (or ―no 
stones or wood‖), so that there is no way a player can avoid becoming ―it‖. 
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Leap Frog Relay 
 
AGE GROUP:       8 or older 
PARTICIPANTS:  10 to 40 
DIRECTIONS:      Players are divided into equal teams (no more than eight to a team) and 
stand in file formation. Sufficient space is left between players so that each can reach his 
or her hands easily to the hips of the player in front. The first player in each file bends over 
by supporting his or her hands on his or her knees and ducks his or her head. The second 
player, placing his or her hands on the first person‘s back, jumps over him or her and 
immediately bends forward. Player three follows, jumping separately over the backs of 
players one and two and then bending forward. As soon as number one is the end person, 
he or she jumps forward over all the backs and then steps to one side. Number two follows 
and steps aside. Play continues until one team has no more players to be jumped over, 
and that team wins. Players should keep heads ducked until leap has been made, place 
hands between shoulders of persons over whom they jump, and jump with both feet, 
instead of pushing the supporting person. 
 
 

Hop-Scotch 
 
This verse from The Little Pretty Pocket Book tells about Hop-Scotch: 
 
First make with chalk an oblong square with wide partitions here and there; then to the first 
a tile convey; hop in – then kick the tile away. 

 
Hop-Scotch is one of the universal games. There are many variations, but everywhere the 
game consists of drawing on the hard ground or chalking on a sidewalk an oblong figure 
with several divisions. In pioneer New England, the game was played with oyster shells; 
small flat stones were popular in other areas. The game may be played either by kicking 
the stone with the toe through the various compartments or by picking it up and carrying it. 
The older literature describes only the kicking variation. 

 
 

From a starting line a stone is tossed into the #1 square. The child hops on one foot into 
#1 and kicks out the stone, which is then thrown into #2. The player hops into #1, then into 
#2. He/she must kick the stone out, and then he‘s/she‘s back to #1 and out. The game 
continues through #10. If a player fails to throw or kick the stone into the right section, 
leaves the stone on any line, touches the ground with a raised foot, or steps on a line, the 
next player takes his/her turn. Upon resuming their turns, the players begin at the number 
they last failed. 
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Marbles “Mibs” 
 

The game of marbles was described in verse too: 
 
 Knuckle down to your taw, 
 Aim well, shoot away; 
 Keep out of the ring, 
 And you‘ll soon learn to play. 
 
  Moral 
  
 Time rolls like a marble, 
 And awes every state; 
 Then improve each moment, 
 Before ‗tis too late. 
 
There are two types of this game. The first involves striking the marbles out of a circle by 
shooting from a line, usually called a TAW. The second type consists of making the rounds 
of a series of holes in the ground, shooting a marble into each hole. Whoever gets back to 
the starting point first is declared a winner. 
 
 

Ringer (Marbles)  
 
AGE GROUP:       5 to 14 
PARTICIPANTS:  2 to 6 
MATERIALS:        Smooth, level area for playing surface; round, clay playing marbles, 5/8-
inch in diameter; round ―shooters‖ of any substance except steel or other metal, between 
½ and ¾ inches in diameter. 
DIRECTIONS:  ―Ringer‖ is played in a ring 10 feet in diameter with 13 marbles, arranged in 
the center of a cross.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
The object is to shoot these marbles out of the ring; the player shooting the largest number 
in any game is the winner. All play is within the ring. With the center of the ring as a point 
of intersection, mark two lines at right angles to each other to form a cross, which will be a 
guide for placing the playing marbles. Place one marble at the center and three on each of 
the four branches of the cross, each marble three inches away from the next one. The ―lag 
line‖ is a straight line drawn tangent to the ring and touching it at one point. The ―pitch line‖ 
is a straight line drawn tangent to the ring, directly opposite and parallel to the lag line. The 
lag is the first operation in ―Ringer.‖ To lag, the players stand at the pitch line or knuckling 
down upon it and toss or shoot their shooters to the lag line across the ring. The player 
whose shooter comes nearest the lag line, on either side, wins. 
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Players must lag before each game; the player who wins the lag shoots first. The others 
following in order as their shooters lie nearest the lag line. The same shooter used in the 
lag must be used in the ensuing game. On all shots except the lag, a player shall knuckle 
down so that at least one knuckle is in contact with the ground, and he or she shall 
maintain this position until the shooter has left his or her hand. Knuckling down is permitted 
but not required in lagging. Starting the game, each player in turn shall knuckle down just 
outside the ring lag, at any point he or she chooses, and shoot into the ring to knock one or 
more marbles out of the ring. 
  
A player continues to shoot when he or she knocks one or more marbles out of the ring, 
provided his or her shooter remains inside the ring. When a player‘s shooter passes 
outside the ring, whether or not he or she has scored on the shot, he or she doesn‘t cease 
shooting but is credited with the marbles he or she has scored. After a miss, a player picks 
up his or her shooter, wherever it lies, until his or her next turn, and then is permitted to 
take roundsters and shoot from any point of the ring lines. 
  
ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS:  Marbles knocked out of the ring are picked up by the 
player who knocks them out. Whenever a marble or shooter comes to rest on the ring line, 
if its center is outside the ring or exactly on the ring line, it shall be considered out of the 
ring; if its center is inside the ring, it shall be considered inside the ring. If a shooter knocks 
out two or more marbles in a combination play, he or she shall be entitled to all points on 
the shot. When a shooter slips from a player‘s hand, if the player calls ―slips‖ and the 
referee is convinced that it is a slip, and if the shooter did not travel more than 10 inches, 
the referee may order ―no play‖ and permit the player to shoot again. The referee‘s 
decision is final. The game ends when one player has knocked seven marbles from the 
ring. 
  
SCORING:  For each marble knocked out by a player, he or she gets one point. The player 
having the largest number of marbles at the completion of the game is the winner of that 
game. In the games where more than two players are engaged, if two or more players lead 
with the same score, those in the tie play a new game to break the tie. A player refusing to 
continue a game, once it starts, is disqualified, and if only two players are engaged, the 
game is forfeited to the offended player. The score of a forfeited game is 7-0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

61 

 

Tug of War 
 
AGE GROUP:       All ages 
PARTICIPANTS:  Unlimited 
DIRECTIONS:      Distance method:  A long rope is stretched out on a level surface; each 
team grasps one end. A handkerchief is tied around the rope to mark its middle and two 
lines are marked on the ground four yards apart and at right angles to the rope. The rope 
is stretched so as to bring the handkerchief midway between the two lines. On a signal, the 
teams pull; the winning team succeeds in pulling the handkerchief past the line. 
 
Time method:  Same as above, except that a single line is drawn under the handkerchief 
marking the middle of the rope and the teams pull for 30 seconds. The team that is pulling 
the handkerchief past the line at the end of the period wins. 
VARIATION 1:  Stretch the rope on the ground, tie a handkerchief on it to mark its middle, 
and mark two finish lines at right angles to the rope, each 10 feet from the handkerchief. 
Set a starting line 50 feet from each end of the rope. The teams line up behind the starting 
lines and on signal rush for the rope and start pulling; the team that pulls the handkerchief 
across its finish line first wins. 
 
VARIATION 2:  Play as in distance method, except players pair up as horses and riders. 
The riders mount the horses wrapping their legs around the horses‘ backs. The riders hold 
the rope and at a signal the teams pull. Any rider who falls must let go of the rope until he 
or she is mounted again. 
 
VARIATION 3:  Players form a circle holding a rope with the ends tied together. A line is 
drawn across the circle – all on one side of it constitute one team; those on the other side, 
the other team. At a signal the teams pull and the team that pulls the other over the line 
wins. 
  
VARIATION 4:  Two teams of players arrange themselves in file formation according to 
height behind the tallest player; each grabs the teammate ahead of him or her by wrapping 
arms around his or her waist. The two leaders reach over the starting line and grab each 
other‘s wrists or a stick. The contest continues until one team has pulled the other over the 
starting line. 
  
VARIATION 5:  Two teams face each other from two parallel lines with a 2 foot neutral 
space between them. A rope is extended between them at about waist level. At a signal, 
all contestants push against the rope; the team that first pushes all the rope over the 
opponents‘ line wins. 
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Thread the Needle 
 

Here hand in hand the boys unite, 
And form a very pleasing sight; 

Then thro‘ each other‘s arms they fly, 
As thread does thro‘ the needle‘s eye 

 
Rule of Life 

 
Talk not too much; sit down content 

That your discourse be pertinent. 
 

The game is still played today and it goes like this: 
  
A group of children join hands, forming a straight line. The players at each end of the line 
have the following conversation:  ―How many miles to Babylon?‖ ―Three score and ten.‖ 
―Can I get there by candlelight?‖ ―Yes and back again.‖ ―Then open the gates without more 
ado and let the King and his men pass through.‖ The child and the one next to him at the 
end of the line opposite the last speaker form an arch with their joined hands and the 
speaker runs under the arch while the whole line follows still holding hands. This should be 
done without breaking hands. When everybody has passed through, different players are 
at the ends of the line and the dialogue is repeated. 

 
 

Hop, Step, and Jump 
 
AGE GROUP:       5 or older 
PARTICIPANTS:  2 or more 
DIRECTIONS:      The winner is the one who can by a hop, skip and jump, cover the 
greatest distance from a given starting point. A running start is permissible but the hop 
must start on a line. 
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Stilts 
 
Stilts are two poles that enable one to walk above the ground taking longer-than-normal 
strides. For safety reasons, the stilts should be used on the grass. Stilts are of varying 
length and construction; each has a ledge, or footrest, where the foot is placed. Stilts may 
be mounted from a chair, a doorstep, a porch railing, or even a low branch. After mounting, 
the stilt walker grasps the stilts firmly (normally at about rib height), and proceeds to walk 
by placing one stilt forward, then the other, and so on. At the outset he‘ll or she‘ll probably 
find himself or herself taking a few steps backwards and sideways, too! Soon, however, 
he‘ll or she‘ll gain control of his or her movements and may move forward rapidly and 
evenly, lengthening his or her stride with increasing practice. 
  
Native Americans used stilts, mainly as children‘s playthings. African American slaves 
reintroduced stilts in America through ritual dances. 
  
The use of stilts is potentially dangerous. If used as a group activity, participants should be 
at least 12 feet apart (further if they are beginners). Younger children should begin by 
mastering mounting and balancing and then walking with control. Safety must be stressed. 
 
 

Basket Bowling 
 
The players try to bowl a softball into a wastebasket lying on its side, 40 feet away. Each 
team has from five to ten players; there should also be one player to act as retriever for 
each team. As the players bowl two balls in turn, they rotate with their retriever. Each 
basket counts one point. Each player has five turns. Stepping over the foul line or 
bouncing the ball on the alley costs the player one point. 
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Counting Out Games 
 
For most children‘s games, it is necessary to determine who is ―it‖. Often this is decided 
simply by identifying the one who first called out. A far more interesting way, however, and 
one that is very old, is by the process of ―Counting Out.‖ The children line up or stand in a 
circle and put their hands out. One of them chants a rhyme touching each hand with each 
word of the rhyme. The one on whom the last falls is ―out‖ and the process is repeated until 
only one child is left. The origin of the counting out rhymes is not clear. Most of them 
apparently are simply unmeaning sounds. There seems to be no other significance. The 
most popular of these rhymes is, of course: 
 
 

Eeny, meeny, miney, mo, 
Catch a tiger by the toe. 
If he hollers, let him go,  

Eeny, meeny, miney, mo. 
 

Ena, mena, mono, my 
Panalona, bona, stry 
Ee wee, fowl‘s neck, 

Hallibone, crackabone, ten and eleven 
O-u-t spells out and out goes y-o-u. 

 
Intery, mintery, cutery corn, 
Apple seed and apple torn, 

Wire, briar, limber lock, 
Five mice in a flock; 

Catch him Jack, 
Hold him Tom, 

Blow the bellows, 
Old man out. 

 
Apples and oranges, two for a penny 

Takes a good scholar to count as many;  
O-u-t, out goes she. 

 
For the children of today this is a very significant part of their heritage. The games go on, 
almost unchanged, from year to year and from one century to the next. 
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Singing Games 
 

Pop Goes the Weasel 
 
AGE:            3 to 8 years 
BENEFITS:  Auditory skills; quick reactions, thinking ahead; practice in following 
a simple sequence of directions; motor skills 
DIRECTIONS:  Sing the song several times, each time doing something different on the 
word ―pop‖: clap, smack you lips, make a ―pop‖ sound with your finger in your mouth 
(cheek), use complete silence, jump, hop. Children can suggest what other actions or 
movements could be done with the song. 
 

 
 Song:  All around the Cobbler‘s bench, 
   The monkey chased the weasel. 
   The monkey thought ‗twas all in fun 
   Pop goes the weasel. 
 
   A penny for a spool of thread, 
   A penny for a needle. 
   That‘s the way the money goes 
   Pop goes the weasel. 
 
VARIATION:  Use simple rhythm instruments or homemade instruments and play only on 
―pop‖. Repeat, but play on everything except ―pop‖. 
  
For added fun and suspense, children must wait a second or two for a special signal from 
the teacher before doing their ―pop‖ motion. For example, everyone agrees to jump up high 
on the word ―pop‖. Sing the song as usual, but all pause after the word, ―fun‖. Everyone 
waits in delightful anticipation, then the teacher gives the ―go-ahead‖ signal (points a 
finger) and everyone pops up high. The longer the pause, the more fun it is. 
 
Source:  Wirth, Stassevitch, Shotwell, Stemmler:  Musical Games, Fingerplays, and 
Rhythmic Activities for Early Childhood, Parker Publishing, Inc. 1983. 
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1. London Bridge is falling down, 

Falling down, falling down. 
London Bridge is falling down, 

My fair lady. 
 

2. Build it up with wood and clay, 
Wood and clay, wood and clay. 
Build it up with wood and clay, 

My fair lady. 
 

3. Wood and clay will wash away, 
Wash away, wash away. 

Wood and clay will wash away, 
My fair lady. 

 
4. Build it up with iron and stone, 

Iron and stone, iron and stone. 
Build it up with iron and stone, 

My fair lady. 
 

5. Iron and stone will bend and bow, 
Bend and bow, bend and bow. 

Iron and stone will bend and bow, 
My fair lady. 

 
6. Build it up with silver and gold, 

Silver and gold, silver and gold. 
Build it up with silver and gold, 

My fair lady. 
 

7. Silver and gold will be stolen away, 
Stolen away, stolen away. 

Silver and gold will be stolen away, 
My fair lady. 

 
8. Send two men to watch all night, 

Watch all night, watch all night. 
Send two men to watch all night, 

My fair lady. 
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Oats, Peas, Beans, and Barley Grow 
 

 
 
Chorus 
Oats, peas, beans, and barley grow, 
Oats, peas, beans, and barley grow, 
Can you or I or anyone know 
How oats, peas, beans, and barley grow? 
 

1. First the farmer sows his seed, 
Stands erect and takes his ease, 

He stamps his foot and claps his hands, 
And turns around to view his lands. 

 
Chorus 

  
2. Next the farmer waters the seed, 

Stands erect and takes his ease, 
He stamps his foot and claps his hands, 

And turns around to view his lands. 
 

Chorus 
         

3. Next the farmer hoes the weeds, 
Stands erect and takes his ease, 

He stamps his foot and claps his hands, 
And turns around to view his lands. 

 
Chorus 

  
4. Last the farmer harvests his seed, 

Stands erect and takes his ease, 
He stamps his foot and claps his hands, 

And turns around to view his lands. 
 

Chorus 
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Children stand in a circle, holding hands. One child is selected to be ―Farmer‖ and stands 
in the center of the ring. 
 
Chorus:  While singing the chorus, children circle around the Farmer to the right. 
 
The Farmer performs the activities described in the first verse: first sowing the seed; then 
standing at ease; stamping their foot; clapping their hands; and finally turning around. 
 

 
 
Source: www.8notes.com/school/scores/guitar/london_bridge.gif 
 
 

Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush 

 

http://www.8notes.com/school/scores/guitar/london_bridge.gif
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1. Here we go round the mulberry bush,  

The mulberry bush, the mulberry bush. 
Here we go round the mulberry bush,  
So early in the morning. 
 

2. This is the way we wash our face, 
Wash our face, wash our face. 
This is the way we wash our face, 
So early in the morning. 
 

3. This is the way we comb our hair, 
Comb our hair, comb our hair. 
This is the way we comb our hair 
So early in the morning. 
 

4. This is the way we brush our teeth, 
Brush our teeth, brush our teeth. 
This is the way we brush our teeth, 
So early in the morning. 
 

5. This is the way we put on our clothes, 
Put on our clothes, put on our clothes. 
This is the way we put on our clothes, 
So early in the morning. 
 

6. Etc. 
 
 

Ring Around the Rosy 
 

 
 

2. Tiptoe ‗round the rosy . . . 
3. Skip 
4. Hop 
5. Run 

 
Actions:  a) join hands, circle to the left 
      b) all fall down 
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Looby Loo (I Put My Right Hand In) 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Left hand (After each verse, join hands and circle around on chorus.) 
3. Right foot 
4. Left foot 
5. Head 
6. Whole self 
 
Actions:  a) join hands, circle to left 
      b) stop circling, do as words indicate throughout verse 

 
Source:  Beall, Pam Conn and Nipp, Nancy Hagen:  Wee Sing Rhymes, Songs, and 
Lullabies Section One; Price Stern Sloan, 2002. 
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Historical Reference 
 
 

Appleton Bicentennial Committee (1975) 
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 Mary Ann Kalista  Caroline Van De Loo 
 Ann Kloehn   Lois Smith 
 
Log Schoolhouse Revision Committee (1989) 
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 Ann Kloehn  Coordinator  Jim Snavely  Supervisor 
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Ann Kloehn Log Schoolhouse 
by: Mr. Jerome A. Boettcher 

April 1975 

 
The 1776 log schoolhouse replica has been one of the most successful projects of the 
Appleton Bicentennial Committee. Once a dream, now a reality, the schoolhouse has been 
in constant use and has won a United States Conference of Mayors‘ citation as ―a lasting 
memento‖ and has been listed as a worthwhile bicentennial site to visit by the Mobil Oil 
Travel Guide and the American Revolution Bicentennial Commission in its national 
publication. 
 

Origin 
 

Initially the committee, in discussing experiences for children in the bicentennial year, 
sought to buy and transport as old a log schoolhouse as could be found in Wisconsin. After 
many visits and inquiries, we discovered nothing was available that would approximate the 
1776 era; and those schoolhouses from the 1800‘s could be gotten only with high cost and 
many transportation problems. Still wishing to provide this kind of experience for 
youngsters, we decided to build our own. 
  
In the latter part of 1974, pupils, teachers, Bicentennial Committee members, and two 
architects who expressed great interest, researched the schoolhouses of that time looking 
for materials, appearance, structure, and use. Blueprints and specifications resulted. 
 

Materials 
 

The Bicentennial Committee then began to contact possible sources of materials and 
supplies. A remarkable and noteworthy response was received; as many as 36 separate 
donors – groups and individuals – became enthusiastic and provided the necessary and 
needed materials. In many cases, better than the necessary quality was received. The 
entire supply of wood, for instance – logs, shingles, rafters – came from the Wisconsin 
Michigan Power Company at no cost. The labor, provided by the Hoffman Construction 
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Company, Inc., came entirely free. The total cost to the committee coffers, at the time of 
construction, was $200 to obtain materials for which we could find no donors or which 
were so scarce they had to be ordered. We were happy to report later that even this $200 
expense had been reimbursed from the Appleton Women‘s Club and the Appleton Junior 
Women‘s Club. They provided additional funds to obtain materials for use in the log 
schoolhouse. 
 

Construction 
 

The weathered telephone poles, which became our logs, were first moved and cut on the 
power company site. All construction thereafter, and preparation, occurred on the Franklin 
Elementary School campus site selected for the schoolhouse. 
  
Pupils from that school were able to observe the first log being laid down, the chinking, the 
stonework, and as they watched the shake shingles cut on their campus, they got involved 
and piled them neatly for the construction workers. 
  
Initially, construction was thought to be of two or three days duration, but the Hoffman 
Construction Company donated a labor of love and worked two weeks to put this structure 
together properly. It is now valued at $9,000. 
 

Curriculum 
 

A committee of educators from the Appleton Area Schools, former educators, friends of the 
system and the project, came together to research the instruction of 1776. They looked for 
materials, curriculum, techniques, and they carried their research to the Library of 
Congress, historical museums and societies, and local resources and attics. This active 
committee developed instructional units in 1776 style and content in reading, math, 
spelling, penmanship, physical education, and recreation for both primary and intermediate 
aged youngsters. An 86 page instructional booklet resulted. 
 

Volunteer Pioneer Teachers 
 

As many as 30 local people showed interest in teaching pioneer style. They continue to do 
this. Many serve full days each week. Some serve one day per month or even one-half day 
per month and all are greatly appreciated. They prepared themselves diligently, secured or 
made costumes of the time, and each half day one of them is waiting in costume at the 
schoolhouse door to ring the authentic bell as elementary classes arrive. 
 

Instruction 
 

Aware of the dearth of books in early American schools, the instruction or curriculum 
committee and the volunteer teachers had to use techniques of the time making up for the 
lack of books. ―Blab‖ lessons were very typical of the time and are typical of our log 
schoolhouse instruction. Youngsters hear or say the words and sentences or answers and 
―blab‖ them back following the teacher‘s presentation. Instruction is aided by hornbooks, 
slates, quill pens, and also scraps of paper just as they were used in 1776. Thus, the 
volunteer teachers give each visiting class an experience in history and an appreciation of 
the bicentennial. Heavy moral lines pervade the lessons and the discipline. 
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Regular teachers work with the volunteer teachers to select youngsters who are good 
actors and actresses to play roles that will allow for the pioneer teacher to use the 
disciplinary signs or techniques of the time. Youngsters are thus seen wearing idle boy, 
naughty girl, or dunce signs during the course of their instruction. The youngsters enjoy it 
and are given a chance to redeem themselves quickly. Many children come in costumes, 
too, and get involved in the lesson and the atmosphere, though there is no insistence upon 
this. 
  
One day we were called to ‗hurry there‘ because the fireplace was backing up. Upon 
arrival, we found a Primary II class refusing to leave, though the smoke was but a foot 
above their head, because this was ‗their day‘ in the log schoolhouse. Happily, the problem 
was quickly alleviated and the log schoolhouse was aired. 
 

Use 
 

Demand has been so heavy that a class using the facility can only stay one-half day. From 
its opening in early April of 1976, through the end of the school year in June, and once 
again from September to October, each one-half day was reserved. It has also served as a 
meeting site for scout troops, circles, study groups, elderly groups, and the like, using the 
bicentennial setting in evenings or on weekends. This log schoolhouse has truly served 
many needs. A list of visiting pupils is a part of this historic school‘s logbook. 
  
Visitors are invited each school day. They will enter and find a rough log setting, puncheon 
floors and benches, a warm fire crackling in a beautiful stone fireplace, and bright eyed, 
busy youngsters reciting lessons, competing in spelling bees, or writing on their slates. The 
visitors might find that they will be invited to join in the lessons and prove their abilities in 
these various competitions and lessons. 
 
The schoolhouse stands built as strong as the Rock of Gibraltar, as a testimony of how 
America was built. Over 100 people contributed time, materials, money, and effort, to 
provide this lasting memento to our bicentennial. Appleton can indeed be proud. This, too, 
is the American way! 
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Log Cabin Construction 
 
The architecture of a log cabin was purely functional. All construction details and materials 
used were geared for shelter. 
 
Lack of proper heating and lighting systems required that all log cabins make maximum 
use of their site and environment. The cabin ends were oriented in a general north-south 
direction to catch every ray of the sun‘s heat and light and bring it into the cabin. The 
majority of the windows and doors were placed on the east and west side of the cabin. 
 
If the cabin was sited on a particularly wet area, the cabin was set on piled stone 
foundations. On a dry site, wall logs could be placed directly on the ground. 
 
Depending on the location of the cabin in comparison to ―civilization‖, the cabin either had 
a very rough floor or no floor at all. If there was a floor, it was constructed of four foot long 
hand hewn deck sections called puncheons. These puncheons rested on floor beams 
called sleepers. 
 
The side walls were constructed of rough cut logs because of their availability and 
excellent insulation qualities. The logs were connected at the corners with a basic ―Lincoln 
Log‖ connection, or if the builder was an artist or craftsman, hand hewn V-notch or dove-
tail connections. The cracks between logs were filled with a mud and straw mixture called 
chinking. 
 
Once the side walls were up, the choice of roof framing had to be made. The roof could be 
supported with full size logs spanning the length of the building and bearing on the gable 
ends, or smaller pole rafters could be used in much the same manner present day roofs 
are constructed. 
 
Roofing construction depended wholly on the cabin location. If trees were scarce, straw or 
sod roofs were used. If wood was plentiful and the builder owned a froe and shingle horse 
(schnitzelbank), shake shingles were made. Cedar was used whenever possible because 
it would not rot when exposed to the weather for long periods of time. Shingles were thinly 
sliced from two foot long sections and lapped on the roof deck just the way present day 
shingles are applied. 
 
The only source of heat and sometimes the only source of light was the fireplace. 
Fireplaces were constructed in any number of materials and sizes. No matter what the 
construction, the important factor was the draw, the capacity of the fireplace to burn and 
have the smoke rise up the chimney rather than filter into the cabin. The most common 
fireplace had only the firebox constructed of stone. The chimney was built of small logs 
lined with a mud mortar mix for fireproofing. The reason for this type of construction was 
two fold. Stone was heavy, hard to transport, and sometimes not available; log chimneys 
were much lighter than stone and it helped prevent the chimney from getting top heavy 
and tipping off the cabin. 
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Each log cabin was as individual as its builder and if the builder used logical and practical 
methods of construction, the structure lasted long beyond his lifetime. 
 

Dan Krause of Sauter, Seaborne, Paynter 
Duszak, Architects, Ltd. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Sample “Slate”  
Name Tag 
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Wisconsin’s One-Room Schools 
 

Of course, the room needed a stove; not much help in  
facing Wisconsin winters. The cost of the fuel ranged  

from $2 to $10 for the year, and was probably obtained 
from neighboring famers. Older boys might help, but the  

teacher was responsible for building the fire and keeping it going. 
 
By Ruth Shaw Worthing 
 
We have heard so much about the one-room schools with their physical discomforts and 
their great accomplishments; I felt an urge to examine the facts – to sort out the myths and 
realities of their history. I first went to the local sources for information and received 
nothing. With the merger of school districts, many records have been destroyed or lost. 
The only way to find these long-gone edifices is to look at U.S. geology survey maps. 
Here, among the contour lines of rocks and rills, we find the names of these first temples of 
education. 
 
After being sent from office to office, library to library, I finally made a call on a state office 
temporarily situated on Landgon Street in Madison. There, one of the secretaries thought 
of a corner where some books were kept. She brought forth a small book less than half-an-
inch thick. It was the report of the superintendent of schools of Wisconsin, as given in 
1852, four short years after the state‘s beginning. 
 
The report included a chart compiled from the reports sent in by the school districts. As in 
most cases, many reports were missing. 
 
The chart is long, and a statistician‘s delight. To make sense of it, one must interpret all the 
figures: the length of the school year, the equipment, the teachers‘ salaries, as well as the 
material used in the construction of the buildings. 
 
Wisconsin at that time had 39 counties, 33 of which sent in reports. There were 1,790 
school districts to care for the 90,000 children who attended; this represented 72 percent 
of the children in the state between the ages of four and 20. That may seem like a small 
number, but it was a third of the population. 
 
 

Preparations 
 
Wisconsin may have many faults, but let it be said that from the beginning it endeavored to 
provide education for its youth. Article 3 of the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 had stated:  
Religion, morality and knowledge being necessary to good government and the happiness 
of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged and it 
suggested using the income from Section 16 of the townships for that end. But nothing 
was done. Again, in 1838, education was mentioned and again nothing happened. 
However, in 1848, the Legislature became serious and passed a law making it mandatory 
that the townships organize school districts and be open for business in the following 
autumn. 
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The problems were many. The settlers had just arrived and were busy clearing and 
breaking the prairie so that crops could be planted and the family‘s food was at stake. 
Constructing homes before winter took precious time and yet they were commanded to put 
up another building and furnish it. That meant a stove, a table, and some benches. 
 
And where could the teachers be found? The rural areas were being settled by immigrants 
unfamiliar with the English language and perhaps uneducated in their own. It was a 
fortunate district which could find a man available, for a couple of months in the winter, 
who could discipline a room of uncomfortable children, or even a woman who had been in 
some eastern school and could pass on the meager education she had received. 
 

Guidelines 
 

When the legislature passed the bill for education of Wisconsin children, they tried to set 
up guidelines and inserted these suggestions in the bill: 
 
 The site should be located in a dry, healthy and sheltered situation and so remote 
from the highway and from the vicinity of public business that the order of the schools may 
not be disturbed by noise or by passing objects. 
 It should be sufficiently spacious to afford ample room for playgrounds and the 
erection of separate buildings for the different sexes. It should be planted with shade trees, 
if a natural grove cannot be had, and enclosed with a neat and substantial fence . . . and 
blackboards large enough to accommodate several scholars at the same time. 
 
School boards were set up and land acquired. Some was donated and some purchased. 
The price was usually a dollar for a half-acre. The price may seem small but it should be 
noted that the farmer had paid only a dollar and a quarter for the whole acre. The deed 
usually included a requirement that the school board put up that ―neat and substantial 
fence‖. The school was often on farm land and the farmer had no intention of bearing the 
expense of keeping his cows out of the children or the children from among his cows. 
Often, however, a farmer was happy to have the school nearby. His children would not 
have to walk so far and there was a chance that he could board the teacher at the 
customary rate of two dollars a week. 
 

The schools were built of material close at hand and with 
rare exception the material close at hand was wood. The 
buildings were either log houses or frame. A few brick 
buildings appeared in metropolitan areas and the 
southwestern part of the state had some of stone. The 
one stone school of Fond du Lac County is probably the 
same as can be seen on the way to the Wild Goose Inn, 
at the foot of the Niagara Escarpment. 

 
The Fond du Lac County Historical Society is the fortunate owner of three of these 
primitive structures which can be seen at the Galloway House and Museum. One, which 
came from nearby Taycheedah, was built in 1842 and was probably the first building in the 
county to be used for a school. A framed section of an inner wall enables the visitor to see 
the actual construction. The building is based on a foundation of five impressive logs which 
extend the full length of the building and which still bear their original bark. Although this 
has been restored as a courtroom and law office, the society has kept the Willow Lawn 
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School just as it was in its early days. These buildings are representative of those of the 
state as a whole. 
 
As one can surmise, the valuation of these structures was modest. A few in large cities 
were evaluated at $5,000 but most were valued at about $15 and Green County admitted it 
had one worth $1.50 
 
Of course, the room needed a stove; not much help in facing Wisconsin winters. The cost 
of the fuel ranged from $2 to $10 for the year and was probably obtained from neighboring 
farmers. Older boys might help but the teacher was responsible for building the fire and 
keeping it going. 
 
The rest of the furniture consisted of a table for the teacher and benches for the children. 
No consideration was given to the varying sizes of children of all different ages. The tall 
squeezed in and the little ones sat with their feet hanging. Everyone was uncomfortable. 
 

First Pupils 
 
The buildings were built and that very first winter more than 32,000 went to school. That 
represents less than half the number in the state between the ages of four and 20. One 
must remember, though, that many of the absentees may have been the older children 
who had long since entered the work force. Men felt no need to learn more arithmetic than 
―to reckon‖ and the education of girls was considered a useless luxury to be avoided when 
household duties kept her home. Many a mother said, ―I got no further than third grade, 
and I got along all right.‖ 
 
As to the equipment, we remember that the state asked for blackboards and maps as well 
as libraries which would provide textbooks. The scholars were to be held responsible for 
any damage which might occur to these precious volumes. But a third of the schools 
reported no maps, and libraries were non-existent. The teachers taught from whatever 
books they brought or what the children could bring from home. 
 
Sometimes a farmer would teach during a few winter months after the potato harvest and 
before the spring planting. A woman awaiting marriage would try to keep ahead of her 
pupils and hope to maintain discipline. A young man, hoping for college, might try to earn 
some of his expenses from an interlude of teaching. Such a man was Selim Peabody, the 
second high school principal in Fond du Lac. He later became the outstanding president of 
the University of Illinois. 
 

Few Teachers 
 
The compensation was not good. The total amount for the 1852 salaries was $105,000. 
Slightly more than a dollar a pupil. 
 
There was no place a teacher could take training. Universities and colleges were being 
established but there were no high schools where a prospective college pupil could be 
―prepared‖. Aspiring college students were tutored privately and often arrived at the college 
doors inadequately prepared. In this way, many colleges had to offer a preparatory course. 
Such a one was Lawrence University. Fond du Lac High School, established in 1859, was 
the fifth high school in the state. 
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The state superintendent tried to alleviate the situation and held various classes around 
the state for the teachers. These were greeted with enthusiasm (he said), and he hoped 
for more and better gatherings. 
 
In 1865, the legislature divided the income from swamp land:  half was to be used to drain 
the land and the other half to establish normal schools. In 1866, Platteville and Whitewater 
Normal Schools were begun; and in 1870, Oshkosh. 
 
There were many problems along the way, not the least of which was the desire of the 
immigrants to have their children taught in the language of their fathers. Sometimes, no 
other kind of teacher was available. But the state finally made it clear that English was the 
proper form of communication. Of course, private and parochial schools were independent 
of the stricture. 
 
When first born, the schools were named by number:  Springvale No. 10 or Marshfield No. 
3. If the school straddled the borders of two townships it was called a joint school and if it 
had more than one room it was a ―Union School‖.  
 
But, in 1919, the state legislature passed a law that each school should choose a name 
and put out a mailbox. Some were named for their geographic description, Lone Elm, 
Brookside or Willow Lawn; some after national heroes, Franklin, Marshall, or Lincoln; and 
others for people prominent in the news, the inventor Edison, the botanist Burbank and the 
war hero Pershing. 
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Alphabet for Practice 
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The Old Blue Back Speller 
by Ralph Walker 

 
Americans have lavished much affection 
on a book they have made into the best-
selling textbook of all time – The Old Blue 
Back Speller. With or without blue backs 
(mostly with) well over a hundred million 
copies of Noah Webster‘s spelling book 
have been sold. Attempts to arrive at a 
precise total are useless because of huge 
numbers of pirated printings, Confederate 
editions during the Civil War, and modern 
photographic reprints. 
  
Noah Webster was 25 years old, a lawyer 
and schoolmaster living in Hartford, 
Connecticut, when in 1783 he published 
Part 1, the speller volume of his 
Grammatical Institute of the English 
Language. Young Webster was already 
acquiring a reputation for being brash, 
stubborn, and opinionated. But his ability 
was also recognized, and he was known 
as a leading advocate of an American 
culture distinct from the British and 
adapted to the American character. 
  
The speller was not really new. Like its 
English and American predecessors, 
Webster‘s little book was a combination 
textbook in reading, grammar, spelling, 
and pronunciation with some geography 
and considerable moral guidance thrown 
in. However, Americans liked it better 
than the others. It was less pedantic than 
its rivals and was easier for teachers to 
use. It had the same sureness and 
authority about it that were later to make 
Webster‘s Dictionary the standard. The 
speller was, in a sense, a forerunner of 
the great dictionary, which was published 
in 1828. 
  
Noah Webster‘s stubborn and dogmatic 
persistence often paid off for him. His 
travels from state to state to lobby the 
legislatures resulted in the passage of 
several state copyright laws and finally of 
the first national copyright law in 1790. 

His achievement is not lessened by the 
fact that he was motivated by a desire to 
protect his royalties from the sales of his 
speller, which were exploding. 
 

 
  
These royalties were the principal support 
for him and his family the rest of his life 
while he was teaching, writing other 
books, editing magazines and 
newspapers, serving as legislator and 
judge, and working doggedly hour after 
hour, night after night, on his dictionary. 
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The first edition of his speller soon sold 
out – 5,000 copies at 14 pence each. The 
1788 edition was renamed The American 
Spelling Book. By 1809, three million 
copies of several editions had been sold. 
These early printing figures account only 
for the editions authorized by Webster. 
Pirating, often with changes in the text, 
was common until the copyright law was 
generally accepted. 
  
Webster wanted to create an American 
language. He is responsible for peculiarly 
American spellings such as ―honor‖ 
instead of ―honour‖ and ―theater‖ instead 
of ―theatre‖. His rules for pronouncing 
words created an American standard, 
frequently deviating from the British. All 
this stirred up much criticism and an 
opposition which, to use Webster‘s words 
in the preface to the 1818 edition, ―few 
new publications have sustained with 
success‖. But, he continued proudly, ―its 
reputation has been gradually maintained 
and established, and it has become the 
principal elementary book in the United 
States‖. 

 

 In 1829 the title was changed to The 
Elementary Spelling Book and that title 
has been kept until today. By 1843, 
nineteen million copies had been sold. 
The 1844 edition was priced at 10 cents. 
  
From the beginning some of the backs 
consisted of blue paper over cardboard. 
Usually the early editions had leather 
spines. But the color of the binding 
appears to have been somewhat 
haphazard until the 1829 edition 
appeared. In his contract with the 
publishers of this and subsequent 
editions, Webster specified the use of a 
blue paper cover, which was glued over 
cardboard or wood. It almost immediately 
became known, affectionately, as The 
Old Blue Back Speller. Other spellers 
imitated the blue back and a collector has 
to be careful to look for Webster‘s name. 
Even this is not a sure guide to 
authenticity, for in 1844 William G. 
Webster, Noah‘s son, published A Sequel 
to Webster’s Elementary Spelling Book; 
or A Speller and Definer. The publisher 
used a bright blue paper back over 
cardboard, printed extensively with a 
heading in bold type Webster Triumphant! 
  
Noah Webster had died in New Haven in 
1843, more and more a curmudgeon as 
he grew older but with the knowledge that 
his dictionary was already the standard 
arbiter of American English and that his 
speller was a phenomenal success. 
McGuffey‘s Readers had only recently 
come onto the American scene and as 
yet the Old Blue was supreme in the 
elementary field. 
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Sometimes in the rural schools and on 
the frontier, Webster‘s speller was the 
only elementary textbook used. In the 
poorest areas there might be only one 
copy to a school, owned by the teacher 
and passed from pupil to pupil. The 
teacher would attempt to supplement it 
with arithmetic, geography, history, and 
religion from his own knowledge. The 
Bible was sometimes used as a reader 
for the more advanced students. Slates 
and slabs of wood were common writing 
materials. Scraps of paper were precious. 
  
In the more settled and prosperous rural 
areas and in the towns, teaching 
materials were more varied. Readers, 
arithmetics and even Latin grammars 
were used concurrently with the speller. 
The extent to which Webster‘s 
Elementary Spelling Book was used as 
an exclusive textbook is illustrated by the 
fact that its regular publisher in the1840‘s, 
George F. Cooledge and Brother, of New 
York, Boston, Philadelphia and Louisville, 
published the speller with A Desirable 
Appendage consisting of The First 
Lessons of Arithmetic, Mental and 
Physical. The expanded volume cost 13 
cents. 
  
As the century progressed, the 
elementary curriculum stabilized and 
Webster‘s speller was generally used with 
a reader, grammar, and arithmetic. 
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